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Town of the higher -Egypr, Famous 
for the Traffick of Linen-cloth. The 

Grand Signior keeps a Garriſon there 
of 500 Janiſaries, and 200 Spabis to 


who Ravage all that Country: ' 


of Sennar and Athiopia is at Ibnah 
half a League above Manfelun. We 
encamp'd in that Village, to wait till 
all the Caravan was aſſembled, and 
we continu'd for above three Months 
under our Tents, in which we ſuffer d 
much; for the Heats of that Country are 
inſupportable, eſpecially to Europeans, 
V ho are not accuſtom'd to them. The 
Braun is ſo burning hot, that from ten 
2 Clock in the Morning to the Eve- | 


at Boulack, which is half a League 
diſtant from that City. The Waters 
being low, and our Pilots very Un- 
skilful, we ſpent fifteen Days be⸗ 


fore we reach'd Manfelou, altho when 
the River is High, and with a fa- 
vourable Gale that Journey is uſually 


made in five Days. Mapfelou is -a 


hinder the Excurſion of the Arabians, 


The Rendezvous of the Caravans 


ning we cou'd ſcarce draw Breath. 


After having purchas'd Camels, and 
made our neceſſary Proviſions for the 


paſſing the Deſarts of Libya, we quit- | 
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ted that unpleaſant Abode on Septem- 
ber the 24th about three a Clock in 
the Afternoon, and we took up our 
Lodging at about a League and a 
half diſtance on the Eaſtern Bank of 
the Nile, in a Place calld Cantara, 
| where we were oblig'd to take up 

our Quarters for ſome Days, in ex- 
pectation of the Merchants of Girge 
DT _— Syout who were not then ar- 
mr. :. > 


A Relation of the King of Sennar 
invited me to go to Hout and ſent + 
me an Arabian Horſe. I paſs'd over 

the Nile upon a very large Bridge, 
built with fair Stone. I am perſwa- 
died, that *tis the only Bridge upon 
this River, and I got to the Town 
in four Hours time. I beheld the Ru- 
ins of an ancient and magnificent Am- 
phitheater, with ſome Mauſoleums of 
the ancient Romans. The Town of 
| Syout is encompaſs'd with delicious 

> [| Gardens, and fair Palm-Trees, which 

1 bear the beſt Dates of all Foypr. Ha- 

* ving at my Return found all the 

Company met, we ſet forward on the 
2d of October early in the Morning, 

e and from thit very Day we enter | 

- || a trightful Deſart. Theſe Deſar- rt 


* 
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are extremely dangerous, becauſe the 


Sands being moving are rais'd » by the 


leaſt Wind which darken the Air, 
and falling afterwards in Clouds, Paſ- 
ſingers are often- buried in them, or 


at leaſt loſe the Route, which. they 


ought to keep. 
They obſerve great Onier.. in the 
= A of the Caravans. Beſides the 
Commander who is to decide all Diſ= |} 
putes and. Differences that ſhall ariſe, 
there are certain Guides who march 
at the Head of the Caravans, and who 


give the Signal both for moving and 


 Halring, by the Beat of a Kettle-drum. 
They ſet out three or four Hours 
before Day againſt. which time all 
the Camels and all the Beaſts of Bur- 
den are to be in a feadineſs; there is 
no loſing Sight or ſtragling from it, 
without evident Danger of periſhing. | 
The Guides are ſo expert, that altho*' }| 
there appear no Track upon the 
Sand, they never go. a Step out of 
the Way. After having travell'd till | 
5 Mid-day, they ſtop for about half an 
Hour, without unloading the Camels, 
and after having taken a little Reſt; 
they purſue their Journey until three | 
9 four Hours within the Nights 


4 en 
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1 oyage to thiopia. 5 
Whertns they obſerve in all their En- 
campments, the ſame Rank and Or- 
der which they had at their firſt ſet- 


ting out, there never happens any Diſ- 
pute among the Paſſengers concern 


ing that. 


We Arriv'd on the 6th of October at 


Hielaouve; Tis a pretty large Borough, 
and the laſt that is under the Grand 
Signior' Juriſdiction. There is a Gar- 
ritſon in it of 500 Faziſaries and 300 _ 
Spahi's under the Command of an Of- 


ficer whom in that Country they call 


Kachif. Helaoue is very pleaſant, and 
anſwers fully its Name, which ſignifies 
2 Country of Sweetneſs, Here are 
to be ſeen a great Number of Gar- 


dens water'd with Brooks, and a 
World of Palm-trees, which preſerve 


a continual Verdure, Coloquintida is 
to be found there, and all the Fields 
are filfd with Senna, which grows 

upon a Shrub, about three Foot High. 
| This Drug which is ſo much Eſteem'd 
in Europe, is of no uſe in the Country 

hereabouts. The Inhabitants of He- 
lame in their Illneſſes, make only Uſe 


of the Root of Exula, which for a 
whole Nigbt they intuſe in Milk, and 


| take the day after, having firſt Strain d 
774 B 
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it thro' a Sieve: This Medicine is very 


Violent, but 'tis what they like and 


a thick Tree, the Bloſſom .of which 


of an Oval Figure, full -of Cotton, 


of which the People of that Country 
make pretty fine Cloth. 


We reſted four Days at Helaous to 


take in Water and Proviſions; for we 
were to paſs thro' a Deſart, where 
there was neither Brook nor Fountain. 
The Heat is ſo exceſſive, and the 
S8imnds of thoſe Deſarts ſo burning, that 
there is no marching bare-foot, with- 
out having ones Feet extremely fwelFd. 
Nevertheleſs the Nights are Cold e- 
nuugh, which can troubleſome Di- 
ſtempers in thoſe who Travel thro' that 
Country, unleſs they take great Pre- 
cautions. After two Days March, we 
came to Chabbe, which is a Country 


fall of Alum, and within three Days 


we Reach'd to Selyma, where we 
furniſh'd our ſelves. with Water for 
five Days, from an excellent Spring | 
which is in the Middle of the Deſert. 


Thoſe vaſt Wildernęſſes, where there 


| is neither to be fool Bird, nor wild 


Beat, nor Herber de nor ſo much as a 
little 
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little Fly, and where nothing is to be 
feen but Mountains of Sand, and the 
Carcaſſes, and Bones of Camels, Im- 
print a certain horrour in the Mind, 
which makes this Voyage very tedi- 
ous and diſagreeable. It wou'd be a 
hard matter, to Croſs thoſe frightful 
Deſarts without the Aſſiſtance of Ca- 
mels. Theſe Animals will continue fix 
or ſeven Days, without either eating or 
drinking, which J cou'd never have 
believ'd, if I had not obſerv'd it very 
particularly. That which is yet more 


! ſurpriſing is, what a venerable old 


Man, Brother of the Patriarch of 
eFEthiovia who was of our Caravan, 
aſſured me, vic. That having twice 


made the joumey from Selyma to Sudan 
| thro” the Country of the Negro's, and 


having each time ſpent forty Days in : 
paſſing the Deſarts, which lie in the 


Road, the Camels of that Caravan 
had neither eat nor drunk during that 
whole time. Three or four Hours 
| Reſt in a Night ſuffices them and ſup- by 
plies the want of Food, which you 


| are not to give them, before you have 


| water'd them, becauſe they wou'd o- ; 


therwiſe burſt. 8 
— . 
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The Kingdom of Sudan lies Weſt- 


ward of that of Sennar. The Mer- 


chants of the higher Egypt trade thi- 


ther for Gold and Slaves. The Kings 
of Sexnar and Sudan are almoſt con- 


tinually at Wars. As for the Mules 
and Aſſes which they make uſe of — 


paſſing thro' thoſe Deſarts, they giv 


"mem every Day only a ſmall quan- 
+" 0 Wankr. 
On the 26th of Oger we arriv'd 
at Machou à good large Townſhip on 
the Eaſtern Bank of the River Vile. 
This River forms in that Place two 
great Iſlands full of Palm-Trees, of 
Senna, and Coloquintida. Aachou 'the I 
only Place inhabited between that and 
Helaoue, is in the Provigce of Fung: 
It appertains to the King of Sennar, | 
and is the Beginning of the Country 
of the Barauras, whom we call Barbarins. 
The Erbab or Governour of this Pro- 
vince having underſtood, that the Em- 
perour of e/thiopia had ſeat for us | 
to his Court, invited us to come to 
Argos, where he reſides. This Bo- 
rough is over againſt Machou on the | 
other Side of the Nile; we went thi- 
ther by Boat. The Governour receiy'd- 
= with much Civility, and regal d 5 
us 


duh 
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| ns for two Days ; which very much 


refreſh'd us, after the great Fatigues 
we had undergone. The chief Officer 
of the Cuſtoms, who is Son to the 
King of Dongola, has alſo his Reſidence 
at y- Ravi This Prince never appears 
in publick, but mounted on Horſe- 


back, CS rer'd with two hundred little 


Braſs Bells, which make a great Noiſe, 


N and attended by twenty Musketeers, 


and two hundred Soldiers arm'd with 


Lances and Sabres. He came to viſit 


our Tents, where they preſented him 
with Coffee, and where they paid the 
Duties which conſiſt of Soap and li- 


nen Cloth. He did us the Honour to 


invite us the next Day to Dinner. 
We went thither at the Hour ap- 
pointed. His Palace 1s large and built 
of Brick, that is bak'd in the Sun. 
The Wals are very high, flank'd at 
certain Diſtances with great ſquare 
| Towers without any Port-holes, be- 
| cauſe in that Country they have no 


8 Uſe of Cannon, but only Muskets. 


After having paſs'd eight Days at 


Machou, we left it on the Fourth of 


November, and we arriv'd on the 


1 13th of the ſame Month at Dongo- 


la ; all the Country we met with upon 
B & oo our 
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that 'tis not the Overflowin 
River which cauſes the Fruit 
this- Seil, as in Egypt, but the Induſtry _ 
and Labour of the Inhabitants. Where- 
_ _ as it ſeldom Rains in this Country, 
they take care by the Means of .cer- 
rain Wheels, which are turn'd by. 
Oxen, to pump up a Prodigious quan- 
tity of Water, which they 
 thro' the Middle of their Grounds, 
into large Conſervatories made on pure, 


- — — — 
. Wo 
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our Road up to this Town, and even 


as far as Sennar, is very. pleaſant, but 
it has not above a, 


Defarts. 


The. 
Banks are high and much rais'd; ſo 


87 of the 
ulneſs of 


Conrey,. 


poſe to Receive it; from wheace they 
afterwards draw. it as Occaſion Gries,” 
to Water their Lands, which without 
this help won'd otherwiſe be Fruitleſs 
and Barren. bes 
Silver is of no Uſe in this Country 


in the Way of Trade; all is done by : 


exchange of Commodities, as in the 
primitive Times. With Pepper, Ani- 
ſeed, Fenil, Cloves, and Chourga 

which is Wool dy'd blue, with Spica 
of — Mahalab of Egypt, and ee 
ike 


ne in Breadth. © 
Beyond this, there. are only. frightful. 
The Nile glides thr the 

Middle of that delicious Plain. 


e e 8 e . e ca Tc 


like things, mary buy ſuch Pro- 
viſions as the 

They eat no rler Bread than that of 
Dora, which is a ſmall round Grain, 


and which they make Uſe of for a 
ſort of thick Beer very ill Taſted. 
Thisheing bad to keep, they are ford 


to make it Freſh, almoſt every Hour. 
A Man that has but ſome Bread of 
Ds and his Gourd full of this un- 
pleaſant Liquor, which they will drink 


| Uu they are intoxicated, thinks him- 


more robu 


ſelf happy and to make good Chear. 
With this light Nouriſhment, the Peo- 
ple here enjoy good Health, and are 

i. and ſtronger than the 
Europeans. Their Houſes are of Mud, 


low, and cover'd with the Reeds of 
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Occaſion for. 


Dora. But their Horſes are exactly Ro 


well ſhap'd, and very proper for the 
mehage: Their Saddles are very high 
both before and behind, which Fa- 


| 3 tigues a Horſe much. Perſons of 
| | Quality go bare-headed, with their 


whole Habit conſiſts of a ſort of 
miſhapen Veſt without Sleeves, they 
wear nothing on their Legs, nor on 


Hair braided agreeable enough. Their 0 


their Feet, except a ſingle Sole made 


I faſt with Latchets. The common e 
— — — 


at the End is like a Hook; there 
are ſome of them very neat. ; 
who wear Swords, carry them hang- 
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ple wrap . themſelves about with a 
Piece of linen Cloth, which they 
wear after hundred different Manners. - 


The Children are almoſt naked. All 
«the Men have Lances, which they 


conſtantly carry with them; the Iron 


"Thoſe 


ing on their left Arms. Oathes and 


| Blaſphemies are very Common amongſt TD 


thoſe ſtupid People, and who like- 
wiſe are 10 debauch'd, that they have 
neither Modeſty, nor Civility, nor 


Religion: For altho' Mahometaniſm : 
is what at preſent they make Pro- 
feſſion of, yet they know no more. 
than the' Wii Formulary of their Pro- 
feſſion of Faith, which they repeat 

upon all Occaſions. What is truely 
deplorable, and which drew Tears 
trom the Eyes of Father Brevedent, 


my dear Companion, is, that it is not 


long, ſince this was a Chriſtian Country, 
and what it has not loſt the Faith, 
but only for want of ſome Perſon 1 
Who ws Zeal enough. to conſecrate 


himſelf to the Inſtruction of this a- 


bandon'd Nation. Upon our Way | 


we 5 
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we found a great Number of Her- 
mitages, and Churches half ruin'd. 
We made ſhort Journeys from 
Machou to Dongola to recruit ourſelve 
after thoſe Jong ones we had made in 
paſſing thro' the Deſarts. It was not 
above two 'Years ſince: that Country 


was depopulated by the Plague. It 


was ſo violent at Cairo in the Year 
1696 when I was there, and where 
I expos'd my ſelf to the Service of 
the Infected, that they aſſur'd me 

that there died every Day to the 
Number of ten thouſand. This ter- 


rible Scourge fell upon all the higher 
Egypt, and the Country of the — 2 
rins; ſo that we found ſeveral Towns, 


and a great Number of Villages with- 
out Inhabitants, and large Provinces 


at other times very fertile, quite laid 


waſte and entirely abandon'd. 
As ſoon as we came in Sight of 

the City of Dongola, the Captain of 
dur — left us and went to beg 
Permiſſion of the King for himſelf and 


his Company to enter the Town; 


Which was willingly granted him. We 
were at that time in a Village, which 
is as it were the Suburbs to the Ci- 
5 y, and we pak the River in a great 


Boat 


Convenience f the Publick. All Mer- 
* chandices pay a Duty, but the Paſ- 


Dengols i is ſeated on the Baſtern Bank 
ofthe - Nile upon the Decline! of a 
dry and In s.T 
ill duilt, and the Streets half deferted; - 
and filld with Heaps 
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Boat which that 'Pfince keeps for the 


ngers pay nothing. The City of 


ndy. Hill: The Houſes are 


of Sand occa- 


ſiond by [Floods from the Mountain. 
The Cattle is in the very Center of | 
the Town, it is large and ſpacious, 
du the Fortifcations are inconſidera- 
dle It keeps in awe the Arabians; 
who are Maſters of the o 
where they 
Flocks paying a ſmall Tribute: to the 
Ae or King of Dongola. We had 
the Honour to eat ſeveral times with 
that Prince 
At the firſt Audience he gave us, he 
was clad in a Veſt of green Velvet 
which reach'd down to the Ground. 45 
He has a numerous Guard. Thoſe 
who are near his Perſon, carry be- 
fore them a long Sword in the 858d. 
bard.“ The outward Guards carry 
Half-pikes. This Prince came to gire 
us à viſit in our Tent, and I havi 
been — in ſome Cures 1h 


pen Country, 
to feed their: - 


have Liberty” 


but at a Table aparti 


ad 


un- 


=> 


undertaken, he invited us to Stay at” 
his. Court; but e as we had 
made known to bim the Engage- 
ments, we had with the Emperour of 
_ eAltbiopia, he preſs'd us no further. 
His Kingdom is Hereditary, but he 
Pays a. Tribute to the King of. 
V de parted bow Da gel, on the 
6th of — of the NN 1699, and 
four Days after, we enter'd into the - - 


” Kingdom: of Seunar. Erbab Ibrahim, 
Brother to the Prime Miniſter of. 


the King, whom we found upon the 
Frontier, receiv'd us with 132 


and defray'd our. Expences as far as 


and that they 


= from the Banks of. = River, and = C 


Korti, à Fair borough upon the Nils, 
whither he Accompany'd us, and where * 
we Arriv'd on the 13th of January. 

Whereas, the People who are beyond 
Kartei upon the River Nie, are in Re- 


Anne Aae! 16: IJ 


bellion againſt the King of Sennar, - 


Pillage the Caravans, 
| when, they. paſs thro? their Country, . = 
they are forc'd to keep at a Diſtance, 


DireQing. their Journey between the 
South and the Weſt, to enter into 
the great Deſart of Bihonda, which 
is not to be croſs'd in leſs ow five + 
- Da, 
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Whatever Speed they make. 


Thi? Deſart is not ſo frightful as 


thoſe of Libya; where there is 3 4 
to be ſeen but Sand; in this you 
meet with here and there, both 


Graſs and Trees. After having paſs'd 
it, we again met with the Nile at 
Derreira a conſiderable Village, where 
we Reſted two Days. This is a Plen- 


tiful Country, and Probably by Rea-' 


ſon of the great Plenty, the Lal 

have given it the Name of Beladalla, 
that is to ſay God's Country. We left 5 
it on the 26th, and bent our Courſe 
towards the Weſt. — In - 

Village to be found upon that Road, WO 

but the Inhabitants who live under 
Tents, bring in Proviſions to Travel- 

lers. | 


After dome days journey we again 
meet with the Nile near Guerry. Tis 
the Reſidence of a Governour, whoſe 


principal Employ 1s to Examine whe- 
ther in the Caravans which come from 
Egypt, any one has the ſmall Pox, be- 
cauſe that Diſtemper 1 is not leſs Dan- 


gerous, nor makes leſs Deſtruction in 
that Country than the Plague in Eu- 


rope. That Governor ſhow d a par- 
ticular, Civility to us in Favour of 
tn 
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the Throne of Athiopia, as they expreſs 

themſelves, when they mention that 

Emperor, and he Exempted us 'from 

the Quarantain , which they ' uſually 

make in that Place, where | is the Paf- 
ſage over the Nile. 

The Manner of paſſing that. River 
is ſomewhat fingular. They put the 
Men and: the. Goods into the fame 
Veſſel; but for Beaſts, they faſten 
them by the Head, and under the 


Belly with Cords which they draw, 


— flaken according as the Motion 
of the Veſſel requires. The Beaſts 


Swim, and ſuffer much in the Paſſage, 
and many of them die, for altho' the - 


- Nile be not broad -at that Place, yes - 2 


it is Rapid and deep. We ſet out 


| from Guerry, «he -firſt of February, and 


took up our Lodging at Alfaa a large 
Village built with ſquare Stone, where 


the Men are tall and comely. 


After having Travell'd towards the 
North-Eaſt, to avoid the great Wind- 


ings of the Nile, and paſt thro the 
Villages of Alfon, Cotram and Camin, 


and croſs'd a great Ifland which is 
not taken Notice of in our Maps, we 
Arriv'd at the Town of Harbagy, 
where there is N of Proviſions, 


and = 
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and where we refreſh'd our ſelves. 
The following Days were ſpent in pa- 


ſing thro* the Foreſts of Acaccias, in 
which. the high thorny Trees were 
Loaded with 1 of a yellow and 
blue Colour; theſe latter ſend forth a 


very agreeable Flavour. Theſe Woods 
are Stor'd with little green Parrets, 
and a ſort of Wood-bons, and a World 
of other Birds which are not known 
in Europe. Theſe delicious Foreſts 
led us into large Plains, which are 


extremely Fruitful and well cultivated. 


After holding on our Journey for ſome | 
time, we came within Sight of the 
City of Sennar, and were charmd 
with: its Pleaſant: Situation. > 
This City which contains near 2 
League and a half in Compaſs, is ve- 
ry populous, but has nothing of neat- 
neſs, and beſides, is ill govern'd. They 
Number in it near a Hundred thou- 
It is ſeated Weſt-ward 


of the River Nile upon an Eminence, 
at thirteen Degrees, four Minutes of 
Northern Latitude, according to the 
Obſervation which Father de Brevedent 
made at Noon on the 21ft of March 
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Roof which covers them, is very con- 
_ vement. As to the Suburbs, they are 
only wretched Cottages cover'd with 
Reeds. The King's Palace is ſurroun- 


ded with high Walls of Brick bak'd in 


| - Sun, but has nothing Regular in 


You fee nothing but a confus'd 

— of Buildings, without Symmetry 
or Beauty. The Apartments of this 
palace are furnisb'd richly enough with 


large Carpets after the manner of the 
| Levant. | 


Day after our Arrival. The firſt thing 


was to make us put off our Shooes ;- 
3 this is a Point of Ceremony, which: 
all Strangers muſt obſerve; for as to 


the native Subjects of that Prince, they 


are never to appear before him but 


Bare- foot. We enter'd immediately 


aſter, into a large Court pav'd with 
little ſquare Tiles, of different Co- 
lours, after the manner of Fayence. 
Round about it ſtood the Guards rund . 
with Lances. When we had almoſt 
paſt over the Court, they oblig'd us 
to ſtop ſhort before a Stone, which is 
near - an open Hall, where the King 
uſually gives Audience to Embaſſadors. 


There we laluted the wy according 
0” 
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We were preſented to the King the : 


\ 
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to the Cuſtom of the Country, falling | 4 
upon our Knees, and thrice Kiffing the 1 
Ground. That Prince is Nineteen 
Years of Age, black, but well ſhap'd 
and of a Majeſtick Preſence, not ha- 
ving thick Lips, nor flat Noſe like the 
Reſt of his Subjects. He was Seated 
upon a rich Bed under a Canopy, with 
his Legs acroſs after the Oriental Fa- 
nion, and round him Twenty Old 
Men ſeated after the ſame Manner, 
but ſomewhat Lower. He was Cloath'd 
with a long Veſt of Silk Embroider'd 
with Gold, and girt with a kind of 
Sꝗcarf made of fine Calico. He had a 
white Turban on his Head. The Old 
i Men were clad much after the ſame 
Manner. At the Entrance of the 
I Hall. the Prime Miniſter ſtanding, 
Ss.  Complimented the King in our Names, 
and deliver'd back his Anſwer to us. 
Then we Saluted the Prince a Second 
time, as we had done in the Court, 
and we Preſented him with ſome 
Chryſtals, and other Curioſities of 
Europe, which he graciouſly Accepted. 
He ask'd us many Queſtions, which 
i; diſcover him to be curious and of 
2 piercing Wit. He enquir'd the 
= Occaſion of our Journey, and ſeem'd 


u 
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to bear a great Affection and Reſpect 
to the Emperour of Athiopia After 
an Hours Audience we withdrew, 


making three profound Reverences. 
He Order'd his Guards to attend us 


moreover two Oxen and two Sheep. 


This Prince Dines twice a Week, 5 


at one of his Country Houſes, which 
is at a Leagues Diſtance from the Town. 
The Order he obſerves in his March 


is this. Between three and four 


hundred Horſemen mounted upon 
fine Horſes make the firſt Appearance. 
After theſe comes the King attended 
by a great Number of Footmen, and 
Arm'd Souldiers, who with a Loud 


Voice, ſing forth his Praiſes, and play 
upon the Tabor, which makes no 


unpleaſant Harmony. Seven or Eight 
hundred young Maids, and Women 
march together with theſe Souldiers, 
and carry upon their Heads, great 
Baskets of Straw, of different 
Colczurs, and finely made. Theſe Baſ- 
kets which repreſent all Sorts of Flow- 
ers, and the Covers whereof are 


rou 


2 are filld with Copper: 
5 Diſhes 


to our Lodgings, and afterwards ſent 
us great Veſſels fill'd with Butter, 
= Hony, and other Refreſhments ; and 5 
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diſhes Tinn'd over, and full of Fruit, 


Diſhes are ſery'd before the King, and 
afterwards are diſtributed amongſt 


thoſe, who have the Honour toattend 
upon him. Two or three hundred 
Horſe-men follow in the ſame Order 
as thoſe that went foremoſt, and cloſe 
the whole March. : 
The King who never appears in Pub- 5 
ck but with bis Face cover'd with 
2 Silk-Gauze of ſeveral Colours, ſits 
down to Table as ſoon as he is Arriv'd. 
* _ Diverſion of this Prince, is 
2 |. poſe Prizes to the Lords of 
his urt, and to ſhoot. with them at 
» 2 Mark with a Gun, at which they 
are not as yet very. Expert. After 
they have ſpent the beſt Part of the 
Day in this Exerciſe, they return in 
the Evening to the Town, obſerving | 
the ſame Order as at their ſetting out 
in the Morning. This Entertainment 
is regularly taken on Wedneſday and 
Saturday every Week. On — Days | 
de holds a Council Morning 
Evening, and applies himſelf to 
miniſter Juſtice ro his Subjects without 
leaving any Crime uapuniſh'd. In that 
: Country they don't ſeck to Protract 
_ Caules. 


and ſeveral Meats ready dreſs'd. Theſe 
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Cauſes. As ſoon as a Criminal is 
ſeiz d, they bring him before the Judge, 
who examines him, and condemns him 
to Die, if he be Guilty. 'The Setitence 
| is executed upon the Spot; they take 
the Criminal and throw him upon 
the Ground, then with great Clubs 
they beat him upon the Breaſt till 
he Expires. In this Manner during 
our ſtay at Sennar, they treated an 
__ eMthiapian calbd Foſeph, who had had 
the Misfortune' ſome time before to 
ERenounce the Chriſtian Religion add = 
__ embrac'd the Mahamet an. 


brought me a little Turkiſn Girl about 
five or ſix Months Old, to be cur d 
of an Infirmity. Whereas this Child 

was in a deſperate Condition without 

Hope s of Life, Father de Brevedent 


After this terrible Execution they . il 


Chriſten'd it under Pretence of apply- 


ing ſome Remedy, and this 9 
was ſo happy as to die after receiving 
Holy Baptiſm. In which it ſeem'd, 


that God by. his wonderful Providence = 


= wou'd pleaſe to repair the loſs of 


that P eAthiopian. Father 


whelm'd with Joy, for having open'd 
| Heaven to This Soul, — he aſſur'd 


me 


de Bre vedent on his Part was ſo over- 


J 
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me with a} Tranſport not to be ex- 
preſs'd, That altho' he had done no- 
thing elſe in all his Life, he ſnou'd 
eſteem himſelf well recompenc'd for 
all the Pains and Fatigues he had un- 
dergone in this Voyage. 
All things are very cheap at Sennar. 
A Camel cofts not above ſeven or 
eight Livers, an Ox fifty Pence, a 
Sheep fifteen, and a Hen a Penny. 
| Wheaten Bread does not reliſh with 
thoſe People, which they only make 
for Strangers. The Bread which they 
themſelves eat, is that of Dora, which 
is a ſmall Grain as I ſaid before. 
 *Tis good whilſt it is new, but after 
one Day it grows inſipid and not to 
de eaten. Tis a ſort of large Cake 
about the thickneſs of a Crown. The 
Commodities of this Country are E- 
lephants Teeth, the Fruit calPd Ta- 
marin, Civer, Tobacco, Gold-duſt, &c. 
They keep a Market every Day in 
the wide Place in the Middle of the Þ| 
Town where they ſell all Sorts of 
Proviſions and Goods. They allo 
have another. before the King's Pa- 
Jace. *Tis in this Market that they 
expoſe their Slaves to Sale. They 
fit upon the Ground with their Legs 
. ae - 
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acroſs, the Men and Boys on one 


Side, and the Women and Girls on 


the other. You may have one of the 


ſtrongeſt and moſt robuſt for ten 
Crowns, which makes the Egyptian 15 
Merchants buy up a great Number 


every Year. 


3 The ſmalleſt Piece of Money of that 
Kingdom is of the Value of a French 
up 2 'Tis a little Bit of Iron of 


the Figure of St. Antony's Croſs. The 
Fadda comes from Turkey, and is a 


ſmall Silver Piece leſs than a Denier, 


it's worth a Penny. Beſides theſe two 


ſorts of Coin, they only make Uſe 
of Spaniſh Reals and Piaſtres, which 


are to be round, for the ſquare ones 


| are not current in Trade. A Piaſtre 
is about the Value of four Livers in 


that Country. 


The Heats are ſo Iaſupportable at 
Sennar, that a Man has a Difficulty to 
breath in the day Time. They begin 
in the Month of January, and laſt to 

the End of April, they are followd 
dy plentiful Rains, which continue 
three Months, and Infect the Air, 


which cauſgs a great Mortality both 


- amongſt Men and Beaſt.. *Tis in fome © 
Meaſore the Fault of the Iuhabitants, 
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who are flovenly and who take no 


Care to drain away the Waters, but 
let them ſtagnate and corrupt, fo as 


to ſend forth maligfant Vapours. 


very ſuperſtitious, and wedded to Ma- 
| hometaniſm. When they meet a Chri- 


ſtian in the Streets, they never fail 
to recite their Profeſſion of Faith, 
which conliſts in theſe Words. There 
3s only one God and Mahomet #s bis 


Prophet. Brandy, Wine, and even 


Metheglin are forbidden them, and | 


they only drink of them in private. 


Their ordinary Drink is a ſort of Beer 
like to that of Dongola: They call it 
Bouſa; tis very thick and ill-taſted. 
The Manner of preparing it is this. 

They parch the Grain Dora upon the 
Fire, then they put it into cold Wa- 
ter, and after four and twenty Hours 
drink of it. They alſo uſe Coffee, 

which they willingly ien. In —— 


opia they make no uſe of it. 


The Women of Quality are co- 
ver'd with a ſilken Veſt, or of very 
ſine Calico, with large Sleeves which q 
hang down to the Ground. Fheir 
Hair is twilted, and ſet out with 
5 Rings 


————— ——1— ce rr 


Thbeſe People are naturally crafty | 
and deceitful, but on the other Side 


A Voyage to Ethiopia. 27 
Rings of Silver, Copper, Braſs, and 


Ivory, or of Glaſs of different Colours. 
Theſe Rings are faſten'd to their 


Locks in Form of Crowns, their Arms, 


Legs, Ears, and even Noſtrils are 
cover'd with theſe Rings. Upon their 


Eingers they wear ſeveral Rings, but . 


the Stones are not Fine. They wear 


nothing on their Feet but ſingle Soles 


which they faſten with Strings. The 
Ordinary Women and Girls are only 
cover'd from the Waſt to the Knee. 
The Commodities which are car- 
ried into the Kingdom of Sennar, are 


a” Spices, Paper, Braſs, Iron, Braſs Wire, 15 
Vermillion, Sublimate, white, and yellox 


Arſenick, Iron-ware, Spica of France, 
Mahaleb of Egypt which is a Grain 
of a ſtrong Scent, Venice-ware, which 
are ſeveral ſorts of Glaſs-Beads of all 
Colours, and laſtly Black to blacken, | 
which they call Kool, and is much 
eſteem'd in that Country, becauſe. 
they make uſe of it to Blacken their 


Eyes and Eye-brows. All theſe Com- | 
modities have alſo good Vent in 


«Ethiopia, with this Difference that at 
Sennar the large Beads of Glaſs are 


moſt eſteem'd, and in Go the 
— : 
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The Merchants of Sennar have a 


great Trade towards the Eat. at 


the time of the Mouſſon, they imbark 
at Suaquen upon the Red-Sea, The 


Fiſhing for Pearls which is perform'd 


in that Place and the Town of Su- 


aquen belpngs to the Grand Seignior. 

They paſs from thence to Mets a 
Town of Arabia Felix, appertaining | 
to the King of Yemen, from whence 


they proceed to Surate, to which 


Place they carry Gold, Civet, Ele- 


phants-Teeth, and bring from thence 
Spices and other Merchandice of the 
Indien. They commonly ſpend no 
less than two Years in making that 
#  _ Voyage SW 9, 
| When the King of Sennar happens 


to die, the great Council meets, and 


by a barbarous and deteſtable Cuſtom 
orders the Throats to be cut of all 
the Brothers of that Prince, who is | 
to aſcend the Throne. Prince Gorech | 
who lay hid untill the Death of the 


| King his Brother, had the good For- 


tune to be preſerv'd by his Nurſe. ; 
from the Cruelty of this terrible 
Council. They have alſo ſav'd one 


of the Brothers of the preſent King. 
Thar Prigge is at the Court of thi 


opia, —þ 
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29 
opia, where he diſtinguiſhes himſelf as 
well by his Merits as his Birth. 
' Having ſtaid three Months at the 
Court of the King of Sennar, who 
had entertain'd us very honourably, 
we took leave of him. He had the 
Goodneſs to give us a Peyßen to be 
our Safe-guard, to defray the Expen- 
ces of our journey, and to conduct 
us to the Frontiers of his Kingdom. 
We embark'd in a great Trunk ofa 
Tree, made hollow in the Shape of 
a Boat; we paſt the Nile on the 12th 
of day, 1699, and encamp'd at Basboch 
24 a fair Village half a League from the 
Ton of Sennar. There we waited 
three Days, till the reſt of our Cara- 
van was come up, and from thence 
we parted on the 15th of May in the 
Evening. We travelPd all the Night as 
far as Bacras, a large Burough, the 
Lord of which was a venerable old 
Man a hundred and thirty Years old, 
and who appear'd to us as rong and 
vigorous as if he had not been above 
forty. He had ſerv'd five Kings of 
| Sennar. We made him a Vi it, ond 
he receiv'd us very graciouſly, and 
| enquir'd of us what News from Europe. 
We made him a ſmall Preſent, and 


zo A Foyage to Æthiopia. 
he fent us ſome Proviſions into our 
Teat, in Teken of his Acknowledg- *? 
ments. We held on our Journey and 
arriv'd the Day after at Abecq a pi- 
_ tiful Hamlet, where there is nothing 
but Shepherds Cottages, and the Day 
after we xeach'd Baha, having march'd 
ten Hour without intermiſſion, Baha 
is a little Village upon an Arm of 
the Nile which is dry'd up. On the 
i9th we took up our Lodging at 
Dodar a Place as inconfiderable as 
Baha ;, and the Day following after 
four Hours Journey we came to Abra | 
a large Burough, where we loſt two i 
of our Camels, which we had difficul>e {| 
ty to find again: Then we made to | 
the Village of Debarke, and after that | 
to Bulbul, and after having travelld 
thro? a very pleaſant Country and wel | 
peopled, on the 25th of May we ar 
riv'd at Gieſim a conſiderable Fown | 
on the Bank of the Nile, and in the | 
Middle ofa Foreſt, the Trees where= | 
of were much different from what we 
had ever ſeen. They are higher than 
our talleſt Oaks, and there are ſome 
ſo big, that nine Men at Arms length _ 
wou'd not be able to encompaſs them. 
Their Leaf is almoſt like to that of a 
355 Melon, 
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Melon, and their Fruit which is very 


bitter, to a Gourd. There are alſo 
round ones: I ſaw at Gieſim one of 


| | thoſe great Trees quite hollow by Na- 
| tare, and without Art. They enter'd 
into it thro' a little Door, into a 


kind of Chamber open at Top, the 


* Compaſs whereof was ſo great, that 
{ fifty Perſons might eaſily ſtand up 


in * 
1 180 ſaw another ſort of Tree, which 


is not thicker than one of our Oaks, 
but which is as high, as thoſe I ſpoke 
of. Its Fruit is of the Figure of a 
Water Melon, but not altogether ſo 
big.- Ir is divided within into little 
Celts, filld with yellow Seeds, and a 
certain Subſtance which reſembles ve- 
ry much our Powder-Sugar. This Sub- 
ſtance has a little Sharpneſs, but not 
diſagreeable, it has a good Flavour 
and very refreſhing, which is of great 
_ Uſe in a Country fo hot as that is: 
Its Bark is hard and thick. The 
Bloſſom of this Tree has five white 
Leaves like a Lily, and yields a Seed 
not unlike to that of a Poppy. _ 
There is alſo in that Country ano- 
ther ſort of Tree cal'd Deleb. Tis 
as high. again, as the higheſt Palm- 
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trees, and almoſt of the ſame Figure; 
its Leaves reſemble a Fan, but broader. 


Irs Fruit 1s round, and in a Bunch, 
and from the Stalk to the Middle of 
it, ſomewhat thicker than the Fruit 

1 'mention'd : Tis cover'd with five 
1 9 _ which frame a ſort of Cup. It 

s yellow when it is ripe, and its 
Rind is ſo thick and hard, that when 
theſe Trees are ſhaken by the Winds, 


theſe Fruit knocking againſt one ano- 
ther make a frightful Noiſe; ſhould 


any one looſen and fall upon 2 Man's 
Head, *twould infalltbly kill him: 
When one has crack'd "he Shell of 
this Fruit, which is no eaſie Matter, 
you diſcover a World of little Strings 1 
which ſupport a Subſtance almoſt like * 
this Subſtance which | 
ſmells like Balm, is ſo ſweet and 
pleaſant, that 1 don't remember ever | 
to have eat any thing more delici ?:?! 
Cious: In the Middle of this Sab: 
ſtance you find as it were a large 
dark-colour'd Pea, and very hard, 
which is the Seed of this Tree; be- | 
fides the Fruit | ſpeak of, this ſame 


Tree bears another of the Figure of 


ga Radiſh cover'd with three Skins, 
PO which you are to take of, and then 
5 it 
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it has the Taſt of roaſted Chef. 


nuts. 
The Domi is as 'twere the Male of 
the Deleb; it is not by one half ſo 


high as the Palm-Tree, but its Leaves 

are almoſt as long, and twice as broad, 
they make Baskets of them, 
and even Sails for the Veſſels o 
Red Sea. This Tree produces a 

Fruit a Foot in length, which is 
- cover'd with five or ſix Leaves, the 
Meat of which is white and ſweet like 


the 


Milk, and very nouriſhing. 


The Tree which they call Couples, is 
alſo of a prodigious Bulk. *Tis as it 
were, nine or ten great Trees bound 
and glu'd together after a very irre- 
gular manner. It has a ſmall Leaf, 
and bears no Fruit, only little blue 
Flowers without Scent. There are 
alſo in the vaſt Foreſts of that Coun- 
try, ſeveral other Trees wholly un 
known to the Europeans. 
1 reſted nineteen Days at Gieſß n. 
1 This Place is the Mid-way between 
the Town of Sennar, and the Con- 
t fines of Athiopia, and at the tenth 
How Degree of Nothera Latitude, accor- 
ding to the Obſervation which Fa- 
| ther de Brevedent made of it. When | 
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you are come as far as Gieſim, you are 


oblig'd to quit your Camels, by rea- 


ſon of the Mountains that are to be 
croſs'd, and the Herbs which poiſon 
thoſe Animals; and this is the Rea- 


fon why in eMthiopia they only make 
uſe of \ "Toy and Horſes, but wich- 
out ſhooing them. Theſe Camels are 
fold at Cieſim, upon Condition they 
mall be only made uſe of as far as 
Girana, to which Place Folks reſort 
to buy them. We ſaw at Gieſm a 


Caravan of Gecer tis. Theſe are 2 Ma- 


homitan People, and . upon the 
Emp crour of e/Ethiopia, _ treats 


8 Them as Slaves, fuitable ny: w « their 


Name imports. The Occaſion of the 
long Stay we made here, was the 


Death of the Queen, Mother to the 
King of Sennar. The Officer who con- 
duced us return'd back to Sennar, to 
take new Orders from the King his 
| Mafter, and we were oblig'd to wait 
for him: It was a troubleſome Diſ- 
appointment to us, for we were ſur- 
pris'd there by the Rains: In the 
Beginning it only rain'd aſter Sun- 
ſet; Thunder and Lightning always 


goes before the Rain. la the Day Time, 


the Heavens are ſerene, but the Heat 
is igfupportable.— We — 
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We ſet out from Giefſm on the 


11th of June, and after five Hours 
we came to a Village which they call 
Deleb, by reaſon of the long Walks 
of Trees, which you fee as far as 
your Eyes can carry. 


We march'd a 
good while thro” thoſe delicious Allies, 


which are planted chequerwiſe. 
Day following brought us to Chan, 


a Village upon the Nile, and the next 


Day to Abot tna, where there is a 


Kind of Box-Tree, which has neither 


the Leaf, nor Hardneſs of ours. All 
along that Road you meet with great 
| Foreſts of Tamarinds always green 
the Leaf is a little larger than that 


of the Cypreſs. This Tree has little 


blue Bloſſoms, which have a prety | 
Smell, and a Fruit almoſt like a Plnm ; 
they "call it Erdeb in this Country. 


Theſe Foreſts of Tamarinds are fo 


buſhy, that they are impenetrable to 
the Sun- We paſt the Night after — 

the Valley of Sonnone, thro' the Mid. 
dle of a pleaſant Meadow, and after | 
two Days we enter'd Serke, a pretty 
Town of above five or ſix hundred 
Houſes very neat, altho' built of In- 
dian Canes. Serie is ſurrounded with 

+ Mountains in a fine Vale. You meet 


with 


75 
: Y 
. 
= 
7 
| 4 
1 


36 AVohage to Ethiopia. 


Town, and 'tis this little Brook which 


hy. 


with a Brook at your going out of the 


ſeparates Æthiopia from the Kingdom 


of Sennar. 


From Serke which we left on the 


| 20th of June, as far as Gondar, the 

Capital of ÆAthiopia, we found a World 
of pleaſant Fountains, and almoſt a | 
Chain of Mountains of different Fi- | 
gures, but all very delightful, and co- 
ver'd with Trees which are unknown | 
in Europe, and which appear'd to us 


larger and higher than thoſe of Sen- 


nar» Theſe Mountains, of which ſome 
riſe in Pyramids, and others in Cones, 
are fo wel] cultivated, that there is 
no waſt Ground, and on the other 
Side are fo well peopled, that one 


would almoſt take it for one conti- 


nu'd Town. We took up our Lodg- 
ing the following Day at Tambifſo, a 
large Village which belongs to the 
Patriarch ot Athiopia, and the next 
Day brought us to Abad, ſituate up- 
on a high Mountain cover'd with 
Sycamores From Gieſim to this Vila9 |; 
lage the Fields are filb'd with Cot» | 
ton. Oa the 23d of June we made ' 
a Stop in a Valley full of Ebony-Trees 
aud lidian Canes, where a Lion car- 
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ry'd away one of our Camels. Lions 
are very common in this Country, 
and you may hear them roar all the 
Night- They are driven away by 
lighting great Fires, which they take 
care to keep in. There grow upon 
thoſe Mountains Squinantes, and other 

aromatick Plants and Herbs. 


| On the 24th we paſs'd the River | 
| | Gandovas which i is very deep and rapid, { 
wich makes the Paſſage not a little | 
dangerous. Tis not altogether fo | 
: broad as the Seine at Paris. It deſcends ; 
from the Mountains with that Vio- * | 
tence, that at the time of its Inundati- | 
on it bears all before it - The Floods - {| 
are ſometimes ſo great, that It is not I 
to be paſt under ten Days. It being at 1 


that time very low, we had no Difficu— 
ty in paſſing It disburdens it ſelf into 
Teaber Liver call'd Tekeſel» that is to 
ſay» the Dreadful, and thoſe two Ri- , 
vers join'd together, empty themſelves | 
into the Nile · We alſo paſt two other 
large Rivers the Day mars they were  Þ 
bdorder'd with Box-trees of a wonders | 
| ful bigneſs, and high as our Beeches. | 
/* On that Day one of our Beaſts of Car- 
l riage ſtragling from the Caravan, was | 
[ bitten on the 0p; by a Bear. The 

| — Wound = 
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Wound was 
The People © 


that Copntry did no- 


and the Beaſt was cur'd- 
We enter'd on the 26th into a great 


Plain planted with Pomegranate- trees; 
we 'travell'd thro” it in the Night in 
fight of Girana, where we arriv'd the 


3 day. Girana is a Village ſitua- 


ted on the Top of a Mountain» from 
whence you ty hk the moſt delicious 
Country in the World - *Tis in this 
Place that you alter your Manner of 


travelling, and leave the Camels» to 


take Horſes as I ſaid before: The 
Lord of Girana came to make us a Vi- 


| fit, and order'd Refreſhments to be 


brought us. We there found a Con- 
voy of thirty Men, whom the Empe- 
ror had ſent for our Security, and to 
do Honour to the Brother of the Patri- 
arch, who was in our Caravan, and 
they "freed us from the Care of our 
8 according to the Cuſtom of 
that Empire. The Manner and Way 
bol it is as follows. 
When the Emperor ofeAithiopia ſends x 
for any one to his Court, they recom» 
mend his Baggage to the Lord of 'the 
flirt E he meets upon the That 


ngerons; 
thing but apply a Cauftick with Pire, ; 


.. " 
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his Vaſſals, who are oblig'd to carry it 
to the next Village. Theſe deliver it 


over to the Inhabitants of the ſecond 
Village, who carry it till they meet 
with a third and ſo ſueceſſively, until 

they come to the Capital: All this is 


perform'd with a wonderful Exatuueſs x” 
and Fidelity. 


The Rains, the Fatigue of ourVoyage, n 


but principally the Indiſpoſition of 
F. de Brevedent oblig'd us to ſtay ſome. 
Days at Girana; however we left it on 
the firſt of Faly, and after three Hours 
March thro' Mountains, and Ways 
impracticable, we came to Barangoa, 
and the next Day to Chelga, a great TT 
and fair Town, beſet on all Sides with 
Aloes. *Tis a Place of great Com- 
merce: They hold a Market there 


every Day, where the Inhabitants of 


the Netghbourhood come to vent Ci- 
vet, Gold, and all Sorts of Cattle and | 

© Proviſions. The King of Sennar has in | 
this Town, by the Conſent of the Em- 
|  Peror of ethiopia, an Officer of the 
Cuſtoms, to receive all-the Duties of 


Cotton, which they bring from his 


Kingdom intoeAthiopia, and thoſe Du- : 
ties are een en between thoſe 


Two 


3 
That Lord puts it into the Hands of 
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two Princes. About two Leagues from 
Chelga towards the North, there is to be f 
ſeen a Torrent, which falls from a very 1 
high and ſteep Mountain, and which 
makes a natural Caſcade, not eaſily 
imitable by Art. The Water of this 
Caſcade dividing it ſelf into different 
Canals, waters all the Country about, 
and renders it extremely fertile. 
At length we arriv'd on the 3d of 
July at Barko, a neat little Town in 
the Middle of a. pleaſant Plain, half a 
Day's Journey from the Capital of Ætbi- 
| epza. We were conſtrain'd to take up 
in that Place, by reaſon of my falling 
very ill, and becauſe my dear Compa- 
nion F. de Brevedent found himſelf in a 
few Days reduc'd to the laſt Extreme- 
ty by a violent Purging, occaſion'd by 
the Kernels of Indian Pine-Apples, 
call'd Cataputia, which they had given 
bim unfortunately at Tripoli in Syria. 
This Remedy always dangerous (ac 
cording to an able Phyſician ) had 
caus'd a Flux which incommoded him 
mach, and which he conceal'd from me 
throꝰ Modeſty-. I had no ſooner learn'd 
the Condition he was in, but I order'd 
my ſelf to be carry'd into his Cham- 
ber, although I was at that time very 
— —— 5 


told me. 
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much out of order. My Tears more 


than my Words gave Him to under- 
ſtand, that l deſpair'd of his Cure, and 
that his Hneſs was without Remedy. 


Thoſe Tears were ſincere» and if I cond 
have ſav'd him at the Expence of my 
own Life, I ſhou'd have done it with 


Pleaſure · But he was ripe for Heaven, 


and Almighty God thought fit to call 
him to the Reward of Nis Apoſtalieal 
Labours. I had been acquainted with 
him at Cairo, where he was in ſo great 
Reputation, that he pafs'd for a Man 
favour'd of God by extraordinary Gra- 
ces, and even the Gift of Miracles and 5 


| Prophecy- 3 
1 had fram'd this Idea of him up- 


on the common Report, but was af- 
terwards more throughly convincd 
of the Truth by the ſeveral Predicti- 


ons he made both of his own Death, 
and divers other things, which fa ap- 
pen'd to me in the Manner he fore- 


made deep Impreſſions upon me. In 
the laſt Moments of his Life, his 
Heart vented itſelf 1 in Sentiments of 
Love 


During the whole Voyage, 

his Diſcourſe was altogether of God, 
and his Expreſſions were ſo lively, „„ 
and fo full of Piety, that they 
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Love and Gratitude towards God, ſo 
ardent and ſo tender, that I ſhall ever 
_ retain them in my Memory. It was 


with theſe Sentiments that this holy 
Man expir'd in a Foreign Land, with- 
in Sight of the capital City of eEthi- 
opia, as St. Francis Xaverius, whoſe 
Name he bore, had died within Sight 
of Chiua as he was ready to enter 
into it, to reduce that vaſt Empire 


to Jeſus Chriſt. 


That I may do Juſtice to Father 
de Brevedent, | muſt own that 1 ne- 
ver knew a Man more undaunted, 
and more courageous in Dangers, more 
zealous and more reſolute when the In- 
tereſt of Religion requir'd, moretmodeſt, 


and more religious in his Behaviour, 


and whole Conduct. He died the oth 
— Fuly of the Year 1699 at threea 
Clock inthe Night. Many Religious 
PerfBns of eAthiopia who were pre- 
ſear at his Death, were ſo mov'd, and 
ſo edified, that 1 doubt not but they 
wil all their Lives conſerve a great 
Reſpect for the Memory of ſo good 
a Miſſioner. Thoſe Religious came 
the next Day in a Body, clad in their 
Habits of Ceremony, having each an 
lion Croſs in his Hand. After ha- 
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1 had the Honour the next Day to 

ſee his Majeſty, who gave me Dag 5 
ral Marks of his Goodneſs, and x: 

preſs'd a Concern for the Death of my 
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ving perform'd the Prayers for the 
Dead, and the ufnal Ceremonies of 
Incenſe, they themſelves carried the 


Body into a Church dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, where it was inter'd. 


My Indiſpoſition and the Grief with 
which I was overwhelm'd, detain'd 


1 


7 
* * 
|; . 


me at Barlo to the 21ſt of July, on 
which Day I ſet out for Gondar, where 


I arriv'd in the Evening. I lighted 
at the Palace, where an Apartment 


was prepar'd for me, near to that of 
one of the Emperour's * 


Companion, of whom he had receiv d 


2 CharaQer, both for his Merits and 


Capacit 


y. Heorder'd me to take all 


the Reſt that ſhou'd be neceſlary to re- 
crait me, before 1 ſhou'd appear in 
publick. He came almoſt every Day to 


viſit me, thro' a little Gallery which 


had Communication with his Apart- 


ment. When I was recover'd of the 


Voyage, he did me the Honour to 


* give me a publick Audience. It was 


on the tenth <uguft, about ten a 


Clock 


” Fatigues of ſo long and painful a 
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Clock in the Morning. They wait- 
ed on me at my Chamber, and after 
having conducted me thro? more than 
Twenty Appartments, I enter'd into 
a Hall, where the Emperour was 
ſeated upon his Throne. It was a 

Sort of Couch cover'd with a Carpet 
of red Damask flower'd with Gold: 
There were round about, great Cuſhi- 
ons wrought with Gold. This Throne 
of which the Feet were of Maſſy Sil- 
ver, was plac'd at the Bottom of a 
Hall in an Alcove cover'd with a Dome 
all ſhining with Gold and Azure. The 
Emperour was cloath'd with a Veſt 
of Silk, embroider'd with Gold, and 


with very long Sleeves. The Scarf | 
with which he was girt was embroi- 


der'd after the ſame Manner, He 
was bare headed, and his Hair braided 
very neatly. A great Emerald glit- 
ter'd on his Forehead, and added Ma- 
jeſty to him. He was alone in the 
| Alcove I mention'd, ſeated upon his 


Couch with his Legs acroſs after the 1 


Manner of the Orientals. The great 


Lords were on each Side of bin 


ſtanding in their Ranks, having their | 
Hands croſs'd one upon the other, 
and obſerving an awful Silence. 


When 5 
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When I was come to the Foot of the 


Throne, I made three profound Re- 


yerences to the Emperour, and kiſfs'd 


huis Hand. Tis an Honour which he 


allows to none but ſuch as he has a 
Mind to diſtinguiſh; for as to others 


he permits them not to kiſs his Hands 
till after thrice proſtrating on the 
Ground, and kiſſing his Feet. I pre- 


ſented to him a 1 of Monſieur 
| Maillet the French Conſul at Caire; 


he caus'd it immediately to be in- 
terpreted to him, and ſeem'd well 
pleas d with it. He ask'd me ſeveral 
Queſtions concerning the King, of 
whom he ſpoke to me as of the 


greateſt, and moſt powerful Prince of 


Europe, of the State of his Royal 


Family; of the Greatneſs and Strength 


of Fance. As ſoon as I had anſwer'd 
all theſe Queſtions, I made him my 
Preſents, which conſiſted of Pictures, 
Looking-glaſſes, Chryſtals, and other 
| CGlaſs-works finely wrought. The Em- 
perour receiv'd them in a very gracious 
Manner; and whereas I was yet weak L 
not being perfectly recover'd, he or= 
der'd me to fit, and a magnificent 


Collation to de brought. 


The © 
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The next Day he and one of his 
Children began their courſe of Phyſick. 
They both obſerv'd exactly the Pyet 
I preſcrib'd, which was ſo Succeſsful, 

that in a little Time they were per- 


fectly cur'd. Iobſerv'd in this Prince | 
a great Stock of Piety, for altho* he 


had not finifh'd the taking his Re- 
medies, yet he wou u'd not omit to 
communicate and appear in Publick 
on the Day of the Aſſumption of the 
Bleſſed — to whom the Ethio- 
pians have a particular Devotion. 
He 1nvited me to that Ceremoay. | 


Clock, and found about twelve thou- 
fand Men drawn up in Rank and file 

in the great Court of the Palace. The 
Empereur was upon that Occaſion 
_ clad with a Veſt of blue Velvet 


| flower'd with Gold which traiFd'up> | 
on the Ground, his Head was cover d 


with a Muſlin ftrip'd Gold, 


fail'd not to be at it about eight a 


which _ 


| fram'd a fort of a Crown after the 
Manner of the Ancients, and which |} 
left the Middle of his Head bare; 


his Shooes were wrought after the 
Indian Faſhion with Flowers beſet with 
Pearls. Two Princes of the Blood 
1 cloath'd, waited for him at the 
Palace 
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Palace Gate with a magnficient Cano- 
Þy, under which the: Emperonr march'd 
with his Trumpets, Kettle- Drums, 
Flutes, Hautboys, and other Inſtru- 
ments going before him, which made 


a good. agreeable Harmony. He was 
follow'd 4 the ſſeven chief Miniſters 


of the Empire, fupporting each other 


under the- Arms, and with their Heads 
cover'd almoſt like the Emperour, 


having each a Lance in his Hand. 
He that walk'd in the Middle car- 


| with'fome Difficulty againſt his Breaſt. 


ry'd the Imperial Crown with his 
Head uncover'd, and ſeem'd to reſt it 


This Crown which is clos'd with a 
Croſs of precious Stones on the Fo 
is very magnificent, 1 march'd in 
the fame Line with the Miniſters * 
bired after the Turkiſh Manner, and 
conducted by an Officer who held me 


under the 3 The Officers of the 


Crown ſupported in the ſame Manner, 


1 follow'd finging the Praiſes of the 5 


in Choires, Then came the Muske- 
teers in their cloſe-body'd Coats of 
different Colours, and were follow'd 
| by the Archers carrying their Bows 
—_ and Arrows. Laſt of all, this Pro- 


ceſſion = 


Emperour, and anſwering as it were 
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ceſſion was clos'd by the Emperours 


led Horſes richly harneſs'd, and co- 
ver'd with coſtly Stuffs of Gold hang- 


ing down. to the Ground, over which 
were the Skins of Tygers extremely 
beautiful. 8 


The Patriarch in his pontifical Ha- 


bits wrought with Croſſes of Gold, 
waited for him at the Entrance of 
the Chappel, accompany'd with near a 
hundred Religious Perſons clad in 
white. They made a Lane on both | 
Sides, and holding an Iron Croſs in 
their Hands, ſome within the Chapel 
and 1 ſome without. The Patriarch 
took the Emperour by the right 


Hand at his entring the Chapel, which 


is call'd Tenſe Chriſtos, that is to ſay 
the Church of the Reſurrection, and 


led him up thro' the Middle of the 
Religious, holding each a lighted Flam- 


beau in their Hands. They carry'd 
the Canopy over the Emperour's Head 

up to his Praying-place, which was 

cover'd with a rich Carpet, and is 
almoſt like to the Praying-Desks of 
the Prelates in Italy. : The Emperour 
remain'd ſtanding almoſt all the while, 
unto the Time of Communion, which 


— 
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the Patriarch gave him under both 
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Species. The Ceremonies of the Maſs 
are very fine and majeſtick, but I 
have not ſo exact a Remembrance as 
do give a Relation of them. 

The Ceremony being ended, they 
diſcharg'd two Pieces of Canon as 
they had done at his Entrance, and 

ſo the Emperour withdrew, and re- 

tturn'd back to the Palace in the ſame 
Order he came. The Officer who 
carry'd the Crown deliver'd it into 

| the Hands of the High Treaſurer, 

|» who carry'd it into the Treaſury 
accompany'd by a Band of Fuſileers. 
The Emperour at his Return into 
the great Hall of his Palace, ſeated 
| himſelf upon a Throne raig'd very 
high, having on each Side the two 
Princes his Children, and behind them 
the Miniſters. 1 my ſelf was plac'd 
over againſt the Emperour. All the 
- ynm_ continu'd ſtanding in a pro- 
found Silence with their Hands a-croſs. 
After the Emperour had taken ſome 
 Metheglin and ſomeOrange-Peel which 
AT preſented him in a golden Cup, 
thoſe who had Favours to beg came 
in, and advanc'd up to the Foot of 
the Throne, where one of the Mi- 
niſters Took their Petitions, and read 


D them 
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them with a loud Voice. Sometimes 
the Emperour took the Pains to read 
them himſelf, and made anſwer to 
them out of Hand. 1 
The Emperour on that Day eat in 
Publick, and in Ceremony. He was 
ſeated upon a kind of Bed, having a 
great Table before him. There were 
ſeveral others of a lower Size for the 
Lords of the Court. Beef, Mutton, 
and Foul are the Meats they ſerve up. 
They dreſs them almoſt all by way 
of Ragout, but they mix ſo much 
Peper, and ſo many other Spices 
which are unknown to us, that an 
European cannot eat of them. He 


Diſh ata Time. I faw no wild Fowl, 
and they aſſur'd me, that they eat 
none in ÆAthiopia · I was ſurpris'd to 
ſee raw Beef ſerv'd up to the Em- 
perour's Table; they ſeaſon it after 

a particular manner. After having 
cut a Piece of Beef into Bits, they 


bd 4 


is ſerv'd in China Ware, and one 


— — — 
> 


water them with the Galbof the ſame 1 


Animal, and then powder them with 
Peper and other Spices. This Ra- 


1 gout, which in their Opinion is the 


— _ — — 
8 — | — 
—_ p pw a 
7 — 
n - 2 _ 1 ©] 6 A WO ee 8 A o 4 n m * 1a > — 0 - a 
, . 4 , F : F 7 ? 3 1 : 2 * - — , 5 = — — — — — . * — — 
—U—— 1 0 _- -- — —_— - . — — — — — _ - — 4 — N f — 
5 - * 
. i J 8 — a+ — — x 
a _ — _— — 4 = * — - - —— — < —— 2 — 
—— — ” > ä > ———— —  —— - 7. 1— Ie — . u. , , 3 _ . bs a _ a ' | f | | 
OK * : : - * make 8 9 * ns . _— . a _—_ wo. — — « * 1 . oy — 1 - * 
= 4 : * * 3 — 2 1 2 Si — * — F . I — 5 n _ — - _— — 5 — — , \ 
. þ 8 ao No . x 8 * 1 8 — * by — ms * * 0 > a o — 4 4 4. 's — * 
93 * > 4747 * ä * 2 — *. — — 7 2 — — — nw — . — * $ | nth — = N - 4 , 


— —— 4 ew —— 4 
f. 


——ñ— O__ 4 D 


moſt exquilite Diſh that can be made, 
_ appear'd very nauſeous to me. The 
FFF 


ö 
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Emperour touch'd none of it, becauſe 


1 had fignify'd that nothing could be 
more noxious to his Health. They 


I have alſo another manner of ſea- 
2 foning raw Meat in that Country. 
7 They take out of the Paunch of a 


Beef the Herbs which are not quite : 


{ digeſted, they mix them with the 
Meat, and together with Muſtard 
they make a Ragout calld Ment, 


wich is yet more unſavory than that 


I ſpoke of. 


Whereas the Table at which I was. 


plac, was near the Emperour's, he 


often directed his Diſcourſe to me. 


a 
— ̃ N 7, eee. 
2 


[ | 1 
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There is an Officer whoſe Employ. it 
is, as in France, to taſt all the Diſhes 
which are ſervd up to the Table: 
The Emperour drank firſt a little 
Brandy which was preſented him in 
'S Chr) ſtal Glaſs, and afterwards on- 
x ly ee If he chances to com- 
mit any Exceſs, they admoniſh him 
of it, and at the very Inſtant he 5 

& riſes from the Tanls vt oc „ 

_ - *Tis a Matter of Surpriſe, that 1 

_ 2 Country where there are excellent 
Grapes they drink nothing but Me- 
theglin. I wonder'd at it at firſt, 
but 1 was given to underſtand, that 


D 2 Wine 


32 AVoage to Ethiopia. 
Wine made of Grapes does not keep 
by reaſon of the great Heats, and it 
being eaſily corrupted, the Emperour 
loves it no more than the People; 


but every Body loves Metheglin, | 


which is made in this manner. They 
take Barly and malt it; after that 
they Parch it almoſt after the ſame 
manner that we do Coffee, and then 
reduce it to Powder- They do the 
ſame with a Root which grows in 
that Country, and which they call 
Taddo. They take a Veſlel that is 
varniſn'd, and to four Parts of 


Water they put one of Honey, which 


they mix together, and to the Weight 


of ten Pound of this Water, they 


put two Ounces of Malt, and two 
of Taddo, they mingle all this, they 


let it work three Hours in a warm 


Place, ſtirring it ſometimes, and af- 
ter three Days 'tis excellent Methe- 

glin, which pure and clarify'd has the | 

Colour of white Spaniſh Wine. This 


AT Liquor is very good, but it requires Z 


a better Stomach than mine. It is 


| ſtrong, and they draw from it a Bran- 


4p of equal Goodneſs with ours. 


The 


— * 
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1 The Empreſs came after Dinner to 


make a Viſit to the Emperor. She 
was cover'd all over with Jewels, and 
magnificently cloath'd. She has a fair 


Complexion and majeſtick Port. As 


| ſoon as ſhe appear'd, al the reſt of the 


: Court retir'd out of Reſpect; the Em- 


perour ſtopp'd me, ud the Religions 
Man who ſerv'd me for Interpreter. 


| Her Majeſty conſulted me about ſome 
of her Ailments, of which ſhe com- 


plain'd, and after that, ask'd whether 
the French Ladies are hand ſome? Whar 


| fort of Cloaths they wear, and bow 


they uſually employ themſelves? . 
The Palace is great, and ſpacious, : 
and the Situation very fine. It is in 
the middle of the Town upon a Riſ- 
ing which overlooks the Country 
round about; *tis almoſt a League in 
_ compaſs; the Walls are of Free-ſtone 
flank'd with Towers, upon which are 


rais'd great Croſſes of Stone. There 
are four Imperial Chapels within the 

4 Iacloſure of the Palace: They call 
them Beit Chriſtian, as alſo the other 


Churches of the Empire, that is to 
ſay, Houſes of the Chriſtians. They 


are ſerv'd by a Hundred Religious Per- 


| or; who have the Care of a College, 
D 3 . where 


— . - 
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where they teach the Officers of the 
Palace to read the holy Scriptures. 
The Princeſs- Helcia, Siſter of the 
Emperor, has a magnificent Palace in 
the Town of Gooden It not being 


permitted in Atbiopia to Princeſſes 


to marry Foreigners, ſhe is married 
to one of the greateſt Lords of the 


Empire. She goes thrice a Week to 
the Palace, to viſit the Emperor her | 


| Brother, who has a great Eſteem and 
Kindneſs for her. When this Prin- 
ceſs appears in Publick, ſhe is mounted 
upon a Mule richly accoutred, having 
on each ſide two of her Women, who 


carry a Canopy over her. Four or five | 


hundred Women are round about her | 


3 finging Verſes in her Praiſes, and play- 


ing upon the Tabor after a drisk man- 
ner, not diſagreeable. There are ſome 
| Houſes at Gondar built after the Eu- 
ropean Faſhion, but the greateſt part 


. of the reſt reſemble a Tunnel with 4: 
8 the Mouth downwards. 


Altho' the Extent of the Town be 
of three or four Leagues, yet it has 

not the Beauty of ours, nor can it 

have; becauſe the Houſes are only of 
one Story, and have no Shops. This 
does not hinder, but that they have 
3 155 a great 
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a great Trade. All the Merchants 
meet in a wide ſpacious Place to treat 


of their Affairs; there they expoſe 
their Merchandice fo Sale. The Mar- 


ket laſts from Morning to Night. All 


ſorts of Commodities are ſold there. 
| Every one has his own proper Place, 
Where he expoſes upon Mats what he 
has to ſel]. Gold and Salt are the Mo- 
ney with which they traſfick in that 
Countrey. The Gold is not ſtamp'd 
with the Prince's Image as in Europe, 


*ris in Wedges, which they cut ac 


cording as they have occaſion, from an 


E” Ounce to half a Dram, which is the 


value of thirty Sols of our Money ; 
and to the end they may not adulte- 
rate it, there are every where Gold- 
ſmiths, who make tryal of its Good- 
neſs. They make uſe of Rock-Salt 
for ſmall Money. It is as white as 
Snow, and hard as a Rock. They dig 


it out of the Mountain Laſta, and car 
ry it into the Emperour's Magazines, 


where they form it into Bars, which 
they call Amouli, or into half Bars, 
which they call Courman. Each Bar is 

a Foot in length, and three Inches in 


breadth and thickneſs. Ten of thoſe 
— —_—_— Is worth three French Livres- : 


MS They 
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They break them according to the 
Sum they have to pay, and they equal- 
ly make uſe of this Salt, both for Mo- 
ney and Domeſtick Occafions. 


There are about a hundred Churches 


in the Town of Gordar» The Patriarch 


who is the Head of the Religion, and 1 
who dwells in a fair Palace near the | 


Patriarchal Church, depends upon the 
Patriarch of Alexandria, by whom he 
is conſecrated. He names all the Su- 
periors of the Monaſteries, and has an 
abſolute Authority over the Monks, 


 whoare very numerous; for there are | 
no other Prieſts in Æthiopia, as there | 
is no other Biſhop belides the Patri» | 
arch. The Emperour bears a great | 


Reſpect to this Head of his Religion. 
He order'd me to make him a Viſit, 


and caus'd ſome Curioſities to be gi- | 
ven me, where-with to preſent him. 


This Prelate, whoſe Name is Abona 
Marcos, receiv'd me very civilly; he 
immediately put a Stole about my 
Neck, and holding in his Hand an 
Enamel'd Croſs, he recited ſome Pray- 
ers over my Head, as it were in token, 


on me as one of his Flock and of his 
Children. The Prieſts have a great 
** 3 Power 
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Power with the People, but ſometimes 
they abuſe it. The Emperour At: 


Baſili, Grandfather to this Prince, who 


at this time reigns ſo gloriouſly, causd 
Seven thouſand of them to be thrown 


1 head-long from the Top of the Moun- 
| tain Balbau, for having revolted againſt 
him. One may judge of their great 
Number through-out the Empire, by 
| what the Predeceſſor of this preſent 
Patriarch one day told me; that at 
one Ordination alone, he had made 
Ten thouſand Prieſts, and Six thou- 


ſand Deacons. The whole Ceremony 


L of their Ordination conſiſts in this, 
that the Patriarch being ſeated, recites 
the beginning of St. John's Goſpel over 

the Heads * thoſe he deſigns to or- 
dain, and gives them his Bleſſing with 


an iron Croſs of ſeven or eight Pound 


weight, which he holds in his Hand. 
As to the Deacons, he does no more, 
than give them his Bleſſing without re- 
cCiting the Goſpel 


This preſent Patriarch's predeceſſor, — 


| who had been Governour to the Em- . 
| peror, dy d at the time | was at Gondar, 
Altho' he had been depos'd for his 
. Manners not altogether 0 regular, yet 

this Prince full of Gratitude for the 


0 5 . | good” 


oa 1 * ” 
{ * 


good Education he had given him, had 


after · 
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always conſerv'd a particular Affection 


for him · He fell ſick at .Tenket, a 


Country-houſe belonging to him. The 


i Emperor order'd me to go to him, and 
begg'd of me, to preſerve the Life of 
2 Man, for whom he had an Affection. 
Il ftaid two Days with him to examine 
his Sickneſs, and found him paſt Cure. 
This determin'd me not to apply any 
Remedy, that I might not loſe my 
Credit with an ignorant Nation, which 


might perchance have imputed to me 
his Death, which happen d two Gays + 


In my Return I had one of the maſt 8 


extraordinary Adventures of my whole | 
Life. As I was coming back to Gondar | 
apon a Mule, which is the ordinary 
way of travelling of the Country, 


the 
Beaſt took a Fright, and like a mad 


thing run away with me, without mp7 
being able to hold him in. I paſt over | 
with an incredible Swiftneſs, three very | 
deep Precipices without any Miſchief. 
_ Methought that by the particular Pro- 
tection of God, I was, as it were naild 
to the Mule, which rather flew than | 
run. Ifoupar, 5 
has ent Ambaſlador inte France, who | 
| — 


whom the Emperour 
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is at preſent at Caire where he ex- 
pects his Orders, and all my Servants 
were Witneſſes of this wonderfnl Ac- 
cident, which Father de Brevedent had 
foretold me before his Death. 
The Emperour was inconſolable upon 
the Death of the Old Patriarch. He 
put on Mourning which he wore ſix 
Weeks, and for the two firſt Weeks 
bewail'd him twice every Day. The 
Emperors of Athiopia mourn in Pur- 


ple as they do in France. 
The Horror which the Æthiopians 
have for the Mahometans, and Eu- 


ö ropeans is almoſt equal. The Occa- 5 
ſion was this. The Mahometans ha- 


ving render'd themſelves Powerful 


|| in Athiopia in the- Beginning of the 
tcth Age, made themſelves Maſters 

of the Government. The Abyſſins not 
being able to ſupport ſo hard and 


fo. odious a Yoak as that of the Ma- 


| Hometans, call'd in the Portugueſe to 
their Aſſiſtance, who at that time were 
famous in the Hades, where they had 
2 newly Eftabliſh'd : themſelves. Theſe 5 


new Conquerors were overjoy'd to 


find a free Entrance into eMthiopia. 
They march'd againſt the Mahometans 


encounter'd them, defeated them en- 
F tirely 
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tirely, and reſettled the Imperial Fa- 
mily upon the Throne. So important 
a Service render'd the Portugueſe con- 
ſiderable at the Court of Athiopia. 
Many of them planted themſelves 
there, and enjoy'd the principal Em- 
ploys. Their Numbers encreas'd, Cor- 
: ruption of Manners crept in, and 
| they gave themſelves ſuch Liberties, 
that they rais'd a Jealonhe in the 
Ethiopians, that they deſign'd to 
make themſelves Maſters of their 
Country and ſubject it to the Crown of 
Portugal, Upon this Suſpicion, the | 
People were in a Fury againſt the | 
* Portugueſe; they took up Arms in all | 
Places, and made a terrible Slaugh- | 
ter of them, at the Time they thought 
_ themſelves moſt ſecurely eſtabliſh'd 
in that Empire. Thoſe who eſcap'd 
from this firſt Commotion, had a 
Liberty allow'd to retire. There de- 
| parted out of eAthiopia ſeven thous | 
ſand Portugueſe Families, who diſ- 
pers'd themſelves thro' the Indies, 
and upon the Coaſts of Africk. Some 
few remain'd ia the Country, and | 


1 8 : = " . . 6 a | 


from theſe Families do the white 
Abyſſins deſcend who are amongſt 
them, and from whence they pretend 1 
858 b * 
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the preſent Empreſs, whom I men- 
tion'd before, draws her-Origin. 
Mahometans are tolerated at Gon- 
dar, but tis in the lower Part of 
the Town, and in a ſeparate Quarter. 
They are call'd Gebertis, that is to ſay 
Slaves. The Ethiopians cannot endure 
to eat with them; they wou'd not eat 
even of Meat that is kilrd by a Ma- 
hometan, nor drink in a Cup they 
have made uſe of, unleſs a Religious 
Man fſhou'd bleſs it by reciting over 


to it thrice, as it were to drive a- 
way the evil Spirit. When an Ethi- 
opian meets a Mahometan in the 
Streets, he ſalutes him with his 
55 left Hand, which is a Mark of CON- 
_—— ” 5 
The Empire of Aihiopia compre- 
hends a vaſt Extent of Country. It 
_ conſiſts of ſeveral Kingdoms. That 


of Tigre, the Vice-roy of which is 
call'd Gaure tos, has four and twenty 
Principalities under his Dependance. 


They are as it were ſo many little 
Governments. The Kingdom of Aga 
is one of the new Conqueſts of the 
Emperor; it was formerly a Com- 
mon-wealth, which had its 2 | 
__ N 


it ſome Prayers and ſhou'd breath inn 4 
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Laws and Government. The Em- 
peror of AÆthiopia has always two 
ſtanding Armies, the one upon the 
Frontiers of the Kingdom of MNerea, 
and the other upon thoſe of the King- 


dom of Goyame, where the richeſt 


Gold-mines are. They carry to Gendar, 
Whatever they draw from thoſe Mines ; 
they refine it, and work it into Wedges 

which they carry into the Imperial 

Treaſury, from whence it is not pro- 
duc'd, but for the Payment of the 
Troops, and the Expeaces of the 

The great Power of the Emperour 
_ ariſes from hence, that he is abſolute 


1 Maſter of all the Wealth of his Subjects. 


He gives, and be takes away as he 
thinks fit. When the Head of a Fa- 
mily happens to die, he ſeizes upon 
all his Real Eſtate, of which he leaves 
two Thirds to the Children as Heirs. 
He diſpoſes of the other Third to 
ſome Favourite, who by that means 


becomes his Feudatary, and is oblig d 


to ſerve him in time of War at his 
own Expences, and to furniſh him 
with Soldiers in Proportion to the 
Eſtate he gives. Whence it comes, 
that this Prince who has almoſt an 
5 in- 
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infinite Number of Feudataries can in 
a ſhort Time, and at a ſmall Expence 
raiſe Powerful Armies. 

Throughout all the Provinces there | 
are certain Offices, where an exact 
Regiſter is kept of all that falls to the 
Crown by the Death of the Poſſeſſor, 


amongſt Feudataries. The Manger 

of the Emperour's putting them in 
Poſſeſſion is this. He ſends to the 
Perſon he has made choice of to 


and which is afterwards diſtributed 8 


be his Feudatary, a Head-band of | 


Taffeta, upon which are written theſe 
Words in golden Letter, Jeſus Empe- 


rer of Ethiopia, of the Tribe of Judah 
who has always vanquiſhd his Enemies. 


The Officer himſelf who carries the 

Order of the Emperor, faſtens in Ce- 
remony the Head-band about the 
Head of the new Feudatary, and af- 
terwards goes accompanied with Trum- 


pets, and Kettle-drums, and other In- 


ſtruments and attended by ſome 
 Horſe-men, to put him in Poſlefion : 
of the Eſtate, with which the Prince 


” has thought fit to gratifie him. 


be Anceſtors of the Emperor had 

uſed to have ſet Days for appearing 

in Publick. This Prince has 4 
or 


off that Servitude. He goes abroad 


| which he does with ſo much dexte- 
_ rity, that he is eſteem'd the beſt 
Markſman in his Dominionsss. 
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when he thinks convenient, ſometimes 
in Ceremony and ſometimes i in a more 


private Manner. When he appears 


in Ceremony, he is ſurrounded by a 


conſiderable Body of Cavalry, upon 


a Horſe richly barneſs'd, a Guard of 


two thouſand Men go before and fol- 


low him. Whereas the Sun is fo ſcor- 


ching in ethiopia that it fetches off 
the Skin from the Face, unleſs one 
take ſome care to prevent it, the Em- 
perour wears upon his Head a Paſt- 
board bent Arch-wiſe, and cover'd 
with a rich Stuff of Gold, which he 
fluaſtens under his Chin. This he does 
to avoid the Trouble of an Umbrel- 
la, and to enjoy the Benefit of the 
Air before and behind. His moſt uſu- 
al Diverſion 1s to diſcipline his Troops, 


and to exerciſe himſelf in ſhooting, 


The Rains continue fix Months i in 


Ethiopia; they begin in the Month 
of April, and ceas'd not till the End 
of September. During the three firſt 

Months the Days are fair and clear, 
but as ſoon as the Sun ſets, it rains 


vnto 


- tor. 
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unto Sun-rifing, which is commonly 
accompanied with Thunder and Light- 
ning. The World has a long while 
been in Search of the Cauſe of the 
overflowing of the Nile, which hap- 
pens regularly every Year in Egypt. 
They have falſſy aſcrib'd it to the 
melting of the Snow, for I don't be- 
lieve that any one has ever ſeen Snow 
in Ethiopia. There needs no enqui- 
ring after any other Cauſe than theſe 
Rains, which are in ſuch Abundance, 
that it ſeems a Deluge of Water 


tat falls. The Torrents at that time 


ſwell extremely, and carry Gold a- 


long with them, much more pure 
than that which they draw from the 


Mines. The Peaſants pick it up with 
a great deal of Care. 
There is no Country whatever bet- 
ter peopled, nor more fertile, than 
Ethiopia. All the Fields, and even 
the Mountains, of which there are 
rest Number, are well cultivated. 
You may ſee whole Plains cover'd 
over with Cardamom, and Ginger 


which has a moſt agreeable Scent. 
This Plant is here four times as big 


as that of the Indies. The Multi- 


tude. of great. Rivers which water 
A 2 
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e/£thiopia, and which are always bor- 
der'd with Lilies, Jonquilles, Tulips, 
and an Infinity of other Flowers 
which I never ſaw in Europe, render 
that Country delicious. The Foreſts 


are filld with Orange-trees, Citron- 


trees, Jeſſemin, Pompranate-trees, and 
ſeveral other Trees loaded with Bloſ- 
foms, which ſend forth a moſt fra- 
grant Smell. Amongſt the reſt, there 
is a Tree which bears a ſort of 
Roſes much more odoriferous than 
5 es 5 
I have ſeen in that Country a 


very extraordinary Animal; *tis not 


bigger than one of our Cats, it has 


the Face of a Man, and a White 


Beard; its Voice is mournful. This 
Animal always keeps upon a Tree, 
and they aſſure me that there it is 

brought forth, and there it dies. It 
is ſo wild that it is not to be tam'd. 
When any one of theſe is taken which 
they have a mind to bring up, not- 


withſtanding all their Care, it pines | 
and dies with Melancholy. They 


mot one of them in my Preſence, 


which ſtuck faſt to a Branch of a 


Tree by twining its Legs about it. 
It died ſome Days after. 5 
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As ſoon as the Rains are ceas'd, 
the Emperour is us'd to take the 
Field. He makes War againſt the 
_ Kings of Gala and Changalla, who are 
his moſt powerful Enemies. Theſe 
Princes who were formerly Tributary 
to the Empire of the eArh:0pia, took 


Occaſion from the Weakneſs of the 
precedent Reigns to ſhake off the Yoak, 


and to live independent. This preſent 
Emperour has ſummon'd them to re- 

turn to their former Obedience, and 

upon their Refuſal has declar'd War 

againſt them: He has defeated them 

in ſeveral Battles, which ſtruck ſuch 

à Terror into thoſe People, that as 


ſcon as the Army of AÆAtbhiopia appears 


in the Field, they retire to the Moun- 
tains which are almoſt inacceffible, 
where they ſell their Lives dear, as 


often as they are attack'd. This was 

[a moſt murdering War in the Be- 
 ginning, and a great Nuniber of 

gallant Men periſh'd daily, becauſe 


the Soldiers poiſon their Arms with 
the Juice of a certain Fruit which 


reſembles very much our red Currans, 


ſo that as ſoon as they had the Mi 
fortune to be wounded, their Life was 

_ Irrecoverably loſt. The e/£thioprans 

oY „„ 
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being at their Wits end for the great 


Loſſes they daily ſuſtain'd, have of 
late found out a ſure Means to ſtop 


the Effect of ſo violent a Poiſon. 


The make a Plaſter of their Urine, 
which they foften in the Sand- This 
Plaſter apply'd to the Wound draws 
out the Poiſon with ſo much Succeſs, 
that the ſick Perſon figds bimſelf cur d 
in a ſhort time. 

The Emperour before he lies 
the Campaign, proclaims the Day of 
his ſetting out, and orders his Neat 
to be pitch'd in a great Plain with- 


in Sight of the City of Gondar. Theß 
are very magnificent; that in which 


the Emperour lodges, is of red Vel- 
vet embroider'd with Gold. Three 
Days after his Majeſty orders his two 
great ſilver Kettle-Drums to be car- 
ry'd about the Town, then mounts on 
Horſeback, and advances as far as 


5 Arringon, where the Rendezvous is 


held of the whole Army. The Em- 


perour ſpends three Days in making T7 
the Review, after which he enters 


upon Action, which does not laſt a- 
bove three Months. The Armies are 
ſo numerous, that I have heard it at- 
firm'd, that the Army which the ; 
m- 
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Emperour commanded in the Vear 
1699, was between four aud five 
hundred Thouſand ſtrong. 
Phe Palace of Arringon is not leſs 
ſtately than that of Gondar, which in 
the Abſence of the Emperour remains 
in a manner deſart. Four or five 
thouſand Men are left there to guard 
the Crown. This Garriſon is com- 
manded by one of the principal Offi- 
cers, who is to remain conſtantly in 
the Palace. My ill Health hinder'd 
me from following the Emperour to 
the Army. He return'd from thence 


ſome Days before the Chriſtmas Holy 


Days, which he ſolemniz'd in his 
Capital City ten Days later than our 

Account, becauſe the Athiopians, as 
alſo the Chriſtians of the Eaſt have 


not yet reform'd their Calendar. The 


Epiphany is in e/fthiopia one of the 
moſt ſolemn Feaſts, which they call 
Gotta, that is to ſay, The Day of 
Waſhing, becauſe they bath them 
ſelves that Day in Memory of the 

 Baptiſin of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. The. 
Emperour goes with all his Court to 


Kaa, which is a Palace not far from 


Gondar, where there is a magnificent 
Baſon of - Water which ſerves for 


that 
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that pious Ceremony. At the ſolemn 
Feaſts, of which there is a ſufficient 
Number in Æthiopia, the Emperour 
cauſes a Beef to be diſtributed to each 
Officer, which ſometimes amounts to 
two Thouſand. 
We have been a long time in an 
Error in Europe, as to the Looks and 
Complexion of the e/fthioprans, which 
proceeds from confounding them with 
the Blacks of Nubia their Neighbours. 
The Athiopians are naturally of a 
Dun or Olive Colour ; they are tall 
and graceful, the Features of their 
Countenance comely, they have good 
Eyes, and their Noſe and Lips not 


-- big, and white Teeth: Whereas 


the Inhabitants of the Kingdom of 
Sennar or Nubia are Flat-Nos'd, Thick- 
Lip'd, with very black Faces. 


The Habit of Perſons of Quality _ 


is a ſilken Veſt, or of fine Cotton 
Cloth, with a "fort of Scarf. The 
Citizens are clad in the {ame Man- 


ner, with this difference, that they 
wear no Silk, and that the Cotton 


Cloth they make uſe of, is not ſo 
fine. As to the common people they 
have nothing but a Pair of Drawers 
of Cotton and a Scarf which covers 
the reſt of their Body. The 
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The Manner of Salutation in - 
thiopia is very particular: They _ 
one anothers right Hand, and 
them to their Lips. They alſo \ 4 
the Scarf of the Perſon they deſign 
to ſalute, and wrap it about their 
Body, ſo that thoſe who wear no 


ſaluted. 


The Emperor calls himſelf Jeſus: 
Altho' he be not above one and for- 
ty Years old, yet he has already a 
numerous Illne. He has eight Princes, 
and three Princeſſes. The Emperor 
has great Qualities; a quick and pier- 
cing Wit; a ſweet and affable Hu- 
mour, and the Stature of a Hero. 
He is the handſomeſt Man I have 
: ſeen 1 In Athiopia. He is a Lover of 


curious Arts and Sciences; but his 


chief Paſſion is for War. Heis brave 
and undaunted in Battles, and al- 


Veſts are half naked when they are 


ways at the Head of his Troops; he 5 


has an extraordinary Love for Ju- 
ſtice, which he adminiſters to his Sub- 


$ jects with great Exactneſs; but where 


as he is averſe to Blood, *'tis not 
without Reluctance that be condemns 
a Criminal. Such eminent Qualities 
make him equally fear'd and belov'd by 


1 
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his Subjects, who reſpect him even 
to Adoration. I have heard him 
ſay, that *tis not lawful for one 
Chriſtian to ſhed the Blood of another. 
Hence it comes, that he will have 


ing, or loſing their Head. Some are 


puniſh'd with the Loſs of their Goods 
with a ſtri& Prohibition to all Perſons. 
whatſoever to Aſſiſt them, under ſe- 
_ vere Penalties, or even to give them 
to eat or Drink, which makes thoſe. 
- miſerable Wretches to wander about 


exact, and ample Informations, before 
| he condemns a- Criminal to Death. 
The Puniſhment of the Guilty is hang- 


e 1 3 . oe ods. * Ms ct Ad. —_— _— 


like wild Beaſts. The Emperor be- + 


ing very Merciful, is not difficult in 
granting Favour to thoſe unfortunate 
Creatures. Tis ſomewhat ſurpriſing 
that the - Ethiopians being ſo lively 
and Paſſionate as they are, we ſcarce 
ever hear of Murder, or of thoſe E- 
normous Crimes which fill us with 
horror. Beſides Religion, I am per- 
ſwaded that the exact Juſtice which is 
perform'd in that Empire, and the 
great Order that is kept there, con- 
tributes much to the Innocence and 


| integrity of their Manners, 


. * - 
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J had carried with me into eAthi- 
opia a little Cheſt of chymical Medi- 
cines, which had coſt me the Labour 
of ſix or ſeven Years. The Emperor 
inform'd himſelf exaQly after what 
Manner thoſe Remedies were pre- 
par'd, and how they were to be ap- 
plied; what Effects they produc'd ; for 
what Diſtempers they were proper. 
He was not ſatisfied with only a 
verbal Account of theſe things, but he 
order'd it to be taken in Writing: But 
what I moſt ad mir'd, was that he 
| ſeem'd to be extremely pleas'd with 
the phyſical Reaſons I gave hinf of 
every thing. I taught him the Com- 


poſition of a kind of Bezoar, which I 


always made uſe of with great Succeſs 
in intermitting Fevers, as the Empe- | 

ror, and two of the Princes his Sons 
experienc'd. He was alſo curious to 
ſee after what manner I extracted Eſ- 
O—_ EE) 
VD Upon this Project, he ſent me to 

Tzemba, a Monaſtery ſituated upon the 


| River Keb, half a League from Gondar. 
The Abbot, whom the Emperor ho- 


He is a venerable 


nours for his Vertue and Probity, re- 
ceiv'd me with a great deal of Civility. 
old Man of Four- 
_————————_— 
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ſcore and ten Vears of Age, and one 


of the moſt learned of the Empire. 
There 1 ſet up my Stoves, an x 
par'd all that was neceſſary. The 
Emperor came thither Incognita. 


parations, becauſe Electuaries and Sy- 


rups eaſily corrupt under the Line, 
— * Eſſences and Spirits are car- | 
ry'd without ſpoiling, and conſerve 

_ themſelves notwithſtanding the Heat. 


During the three Weeks time I ſtaid 


with the Emperor at Tzemba, that | 
curious Prince often diſcours'd me con- 
cerning Religion, and ſhew'd a great | 
Deſire of informing himfelf of our Be- 
lief, and of knowing in what we dif- | 
fer from the Religion of the Capts, | 
which is that which is practis'd in 
Atbiepia. I endeavourd to ſatisfy | 
him as well as I cou'd; but I ond 
freely, that having never ftudy'd the 
mare nice Points of Divinity, | had | 
en 


of 


brought to him one of the ableſt M 


made ſeveral Experiments in his Pre- 
ſence and communicated to him many 
Secrets, which he was wonderfully cu- 
rious to know. I think my ſelf oblig d 
to advertiſe all thoſe who ſhall be deſi» | 
rous to carry Medicines into Æt bio,, 
to take no other than Chymical Pre- 


| to deliver my Sentiments clearly con 
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of Europe, whether for the Mathema- 
ticks, or Divinity. Upon that, the 
Emperor oY a great Sigh, and ſaid 
to me in a feeling manner; I have had a 
great Loſs" then, I confeſs my Heart 
was pierc'd at that Moment with the 
maſt ſenſible Grief, at the Reflection, 
that Death had depriv d me of my 
dear Companion F de Brevedent ; for 
that Father who was engaging, and 
2 Man of Parts, wou'd advantageouſly 
bave made uſe of ſo favourable an Oc- 
caſion, to convert that r Prince, 
and ta inſt ruct him throughly in che 
Belief of the Catholick — 
on Day, as the Abbot of the Mo- 
5 naſtery, my Interpreter and I were 
alone with * Emperor, he preſs'd me 


'} cerning the Perſon of Jeſus Chriſt. | 1 


_ _anſwer'd him, That we don't believe 
the human Nature of Jefus Chriſt to be 


loſt and abſorpt in the Divine Nature, 


as a Drop of Water is loſt and ab- 
ſorpt in the Sea, which is the Opinion 


: - ol the Copts and Ethiopians, as the 


that the Wor 


Emperor own'd; but that we believe 
4 who is the fecond 


Tz Perſon. of the moft bleſſed Trinity, 


was truly made Man, in ſuch man- 
Þ «cal; E 2 pn 
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ner, that that Man-God, whom we 
call jeſus Chriſt, had two Natures; 
the Divine in Quality of the Word 
and Second Perſon of the moſt holy 
Trinity, and the Human Nature, -in 
the which he has appear'd true Man, 
has truly ſuffer'd in his Body, and has 
freely and voluntarily ſuffer'd Death 
for the Salvation of all Mankind. 
When I had done ſpeaking, the Em- 
peror turn'd to the Abbot, and as 
much as I cou'd gueſs, entertain'd 
himſelf with him, upon what I had 
aid. They did not ſhew any Surpriſe, 


2 and I am perſwaded they are not a- 1 


verſe to the Sentiments of the Ca- 
tholick Church upon that Point. From 

that time the Abbot gave me greater | 
Marks of his Kindneſs than before. 


During the Stay which the Emperor 


made at Tzemba, one of his moſt uſual 
Diverſions was, to ſee the Pages ride 
the great Horſe, and perform their 
Exerciſes, at which thoſe young: Men 
are very expert. 5 
5 From Tzemba to the Heads of the 
5 Nile, tis not above ſixty French 
Leagues TI had a deſign to viſit thoſe 
famous Springs ſo much diſcours'd of 
in . and the Emperor was 
Fe ; plead. 
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pleas'd to appoint me a Troop of 
Horſe to attend me thither by way of 
Convoy : But I cou'd not take the Ad- 
vantage of ſo favourable an Occaſion, 
being then much indiſpos'd with a 


a long time been afflicted- I begg'd of 
Mourat, one of the Prime Miniſters of 
the Emperor, and Uncle to the Am- 


baſſador I ſpoke of, to give me an 


| Heads of the Nite, and who has been 


Account of them. Mourat is a vene- 
rable old Man of a Hundred and four 
Years of Age, who for the Space of 
more than Sixty Years, has been em- 
plwoy'd in the moſt important Nego- 
tiations to the Mogul, and the reſt of 
the Courts of the Indie. =» 
The Emperor has fo great a Con- 
ſideration for him, that he commonly 
calls him Baba Mourat, that is to ſay, 


Weakneſs of Breaſt, with which I have 


Father Mourat. Obſerve what this Mi- 


niſter, who has often been at the 


curious in his Remarks, relates con- 


cerning them. 


ln the Kingdom of Goayme there is 


a very high Mountain, on the Top 
of which are two plentiful Springs, 

the one towards the Eaſt, the other 
towards the Weſt. From theſe two 
{© HR E 3 Springs 
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Springs are form'd two Streams, which 
towards the Middle of the Moun- 
| rain preeipitate themſelves into a 
| Jpongy and boggy Ground cover'd o- 
ver with Canes and Reeds. Theſe 
Waters diſappear, until ten or twelve 
Leagues off being reunited, they form 
the River Nile, which in a little time 
is '{fwelfd by the Waters it receives 


from Kveral other Rivers What is | 


particularly wonderful is, that the 
Nile paſſes thro” the Middle of a 
Lake without mixing its Waters. This 
Lake is fo great, that they cal it 


Bahal Dembea, that is to fay, the Sea [- 


of Dembea- The Country round a- 


| bout is very delicious. On all Sides = 
you ſee nothing but large Boroughs, 


nnd fine Woods of Laurel. Its Length 
is of about a hundred Leagues, and its 
Bteadth between thirty five and forty. 
Its Water & ſweet and pleaſant, and 
much lighter than that of the Nile. 
Towards the Middle of the Lake 
there is an Iſland where the Emperour 
| tas a Palace, which for the Beauty 
and Magnificence of its Buildings yields 
not to that of Gondar, be it is not 
o hand £45.08 
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The Emperour made a Voyage thi- 
ther, and I had the Honour to at- 
tend him. He paſs'd over in a little 

Boat row'd by — Watermen. Mon- 
rat the Miniſter's Nephew and my 
ſelf follow'd in another. Theſe Boats 
which: hold not above fix Perſons, are 
compos' d of Mats of Ruſhes join'd 

_- neatly, and without being tarr'd 

or pitch'd. Altho' the Ruſhes of theſe 


T Bog are platted very cloſe, yet 1 


- Cannot conceive how theſe Boats can 


* de Proof againſt the Water. 5 
e tay'd three Days in this char- 
ming Palace, where 1 made ſome 


Chymical Experiments, with which 


the Emperour was much pleas'd. This 


Palace has a double Incloſure of Walls, 
_ and two Churches which are ſerv'd 


— Religious that live in Communi- 


„ to St · Claude, and gives the 


Name to the Ifjand, which is call'd 


the lſte of St. Claude, and has almoſt 2 
1 League in Compaſs. . = 8 
Ohne of the three Days of our be · > 
ing in that Place, Notice was given 


to the Emperour that four River- 
Horſes appear'd upon the Lake. We 
had the Diverſion to behold them for 

E 4 ” half 


One of theſe two Churches is 


# 
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half an Hour. They drove the Wa- 
ter before them, and darted them- 
ſelves up very high. The Skin of two 


of thoſe Animals was white, and of 


the two others red- Their Heads re- 
ſembled that of a Horſe, but their 
Ears were ſhorter. I could not frame 
a Judgment of the reſt of their Bo- 
dies, yg only ſeen them confu- 


: ſedly. Thoſe River-Horſes are am- 
phibious Creatures which come out 


of the River to feed upon the Graſs 
of the Banks, from whence they of- 
ten carry away Goats and Sheep, 
which they eat. Their Skin is much 
eſteem'd.; they make Bucklers of them, 
which are Proof againſt a Musket or | 
Lance. The Ethiopians eat the Fleſh 


of theſe Animals, which muſt needs be 


unwholeſome Food. 


The manner of taking them is this. | 


As ſoon as they diſcover one they 
follow him with Sword in Hand, and 


cut his Legs; not being able any 
longer to ſwim, he comes to the Ri- 


ver Side, where he bleeds to death. 
The Emperour commanded a Canon 
to be ſhot againſt theſe River-Horſes, 
bot. not being inne * in ſhoot: 5 


= ing 
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ing 85 Animals div'd into the War 
ter and diſappear'd. 


From the Ifle of St Claude the Em- 


perour went to Arringon, a Place of 
Strength, which 1 have already men- 
tion'd, and I took the Road of Em- 
fra which is one Days Journey from 
Sondar. The Town of Emfras is not 
ſo big as Gondar, but it is more plea- 
ſant, and in a finer Situation; the 


Houſes themſelves are better duilt. 


They are all ſeparated one from a- 


| nother with Quick-Hedges always 


green, and cover'd with Flowers and 


at an equal Diſtance. This is the 


lqdea you ought to frame of the great- 

eſt Part of the Towns of Athiopia. 
The Emperour's Palace is ſeated up- 
on an Eminence which commands the 
whole Town. 7 : 
_ ©" Emfras is famous for the Fraffick 


| of Slaves and Civet. They rear fuch 
1 prodigious Number of thoſe Ani- 
| mals, that ſome Merchants have to 
the Number of three Hundred. This 
is a ſort of Cat, which is fed with 


ſome Difficulty; they give it thrice a 
Week raw Beef, and on other Days 


2 kind of Miilk-Portage- They per- 
BY _ fume 


Fruit, and mix'd with Trees planted 
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fume this Animal from time to time 

with ſweet Odours, and once a Week 
they gently ſcrape ofan unctious Mat- 

ter- which Iſſuͤes from the Body with 
the Sweat. Tis this Excrement which 
they call Civet from the Name of the 
Beaſt; they put it up carefully into 


| aBeef's Horn, which they OP. well 


ſtopt. 


I axrivid at Emfies" at the time of 
their Vintage, which they do not ga- 
ther in Autumn as in Earepe, but in 
tbe Month of February. 1 ſaw Bunches 
of Grapes which weigh'd eight Pound, 
and of which each Grape was as dig 
as a ine Nut - There are of all Co- 
lonrs. The white Grapes; 'altho' well 
taſted» are not eſteem'd there · I ask'd 
the Reaſon, and I gueſs'd by their 
Way of Anſwering, that it was he- 
— the Portigueſe are of that Co- 


lour. The Religions Perſons of bi- 
obpiæ inſpire into the People ſo great 
an Averſion to the Europeans who are | 

white in Compariſon of them, that 

they make them deſpiſe, and even hate * 


all * is white · 


Emfras is the 60h Town of Abi - 


pia, where the Mahometans have 
f publick Exerciſe of their Religion, _ 


and | 


told the Je 


very ſevere 


a * 
1 q 4 
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and where their Houſes are mix'd with 


thoſe of the Chriftians . 
The etb:opians have only one Wife, 


bat they cou'd wiſh it were allow'd 


them to have more, and to find ſome- 


thing 1a the Goſpel, which might 
| Authorize that Opinion. At the 
time I was at Tzemba with the Em- 
perour, he ask'd me what 1 thought 
of it, I anſwer'd that plurality of 
Wives is neither neceſſary for Man, 
nor pleaſing to God, ſeeing God Creat- 
ed only one Wife for Adam, and that 
our Saviour alluded to it, when he 
| ews that Moſes had not 
permitted plurality of Wives, only for 
the hardneſs of their Heart, but from 
the beginning that it had not been 
ſo. The Religious of AÆAthiopia are 
1 againſt thoſe who have 
| Ffeveral Wives, but the Lay-judges are 


much more Indutgent. 


The thiopians make profeſſion of — 
Chriſtianity; they admit the Scripture 

and the Sacraments; they 
| Tranſubſtantiation of the Bread and 
the Wine into the Body and Blood 

of our Lord Jefus Chriſt ; they in- 
vocate the Saints; they Communi- 
- cate under both Species and Conſe- 
5 crate 


believe the 
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crate with leaven'd bread like the 
Greeks; they obſerve four Lents as 
the Orientals; the 'great Lent, which 
laſts fifty Days, that of St. Peter and 
St. Paul which continues forty Days 
and ſometimes leſs, according as the 
Feaſt of Eaſter is more or leſs ad- 
vanc'd; that of the Aſſumption of 
our Lady which is of fifteen Days, 
and that of Advent which laſts three 

Weeks. In all theſe Lents they Ab- 


ſtain from Eggs, Butter, and Cheeſe, 


and they do not eat till after Sun- ſet; 
but after that, they may eat and 
drink till Midnight. There being no 
Olive-Trees in e/£th:opia, they are 
forc'd to make Uſe of an Oil, wich 
they draw from a certain Grain of the 
Country, which is not unpleaſant to 


the Taſt. They Faſt likewiſe with the | 


fame rigour all the Wedneſdays and 
Fridays of the Year. Prayer always 
goes before the Repaſt. The Peaſants 
leave their Week. to go to Prayer, 
not Offering to eat until they have 
_ acquitted themfelves of that Duty. 
They diſpenſe with no Bedy from 


5 Faſting; the Old, and the 1 and 


even lick Perſons are all .oblig'd to 
its obſervance. 1 uſually admit 
. Children — 


„* „„ W . Wy 0. wv WR WS 


Children to Communion at ten Tears 


nitent, 
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Old, and from the Time of their 
Communion | they oblige them to 


faſt · 


The Confeſſion- of their Sins is ve- 


ry imperfect; the manner of doing it 
is this. They proſtrate themſelves at 
the Feet of a Prieſt who is ſeated, 
and then they accuſe themſelves in 
general of being great Sinners, and 
having meritted Hel}, without de- 
5 ſcending to the particular Sins they have 
committed. After this Declaration, 
tbe Prieft holding in his left Hand 
the Book of the Goſpels, and a Croſs 
in his right, touches with the-Crofs 
the Eyes, the Bars, the Noſe, the |} 
Mouth, and the Hands of the Pe- -} 
reciting fome Prayers over 
him; after that he reads the Goſpel, 
3 makes ſeveral Signs of the Croſs o- 


ver him, gives him a Penance, and ſo i 
diſmiſſes him - 


»The Ethiopian, have mach more 

| Modeſty and Reſpect in their Churches 
than they commonly have in Europe, 
they don't enter into them but with 

hare Feet; tis for this Reaſon tjꝗe 

Pavement is cover'd with Carpets |} 

You never hear them 2 a Works | 

3 nor 


nor blow their Noſe; nor turn their 
Head on one Side. When they go to 
Church they muſt always have clean 
Linen, otherwiſe they would refuſe 
Entrance to thoſe that ſhould preſent 
_ themſelves. When they give the 
Communion every one retires, and no 
Body remains in the Church but the 
Prieſt and the Communicants. I know 
not whether or no they practiſe this 
1 a Senſe of n as believ- 
ing themſelves unworthy to n 
of the Divine Myfteries- 
Their Churches are very neat, they 
make uſe of Pictures and Painting, 


but you never ſee any Statues or carvd 


Images. However the Emperour was 
pleaſed to accept of a Crucifix of im- 
boſs'd Work, which 1 had the Ho- 
nour to preſent to him, with -ſome 
other Pictures in Miniature. He kiſsd 


5 them with Reſpect, and order'd them 
to be carry'd into his Cloſet. Thoſe 


Miniatures were the Pictures of Saints, 


whoſe Names he order'd to be writ- 


language. Upon this Occaſion ke 


ten at the Bottom in the Zrbiopick 


told me we were all of the ſame Reli- 
gion, and only differed in certain 
_ Rites. They offer Incenſe almoſt con- 
Uigually 


tinually during the Maſs and the Of- 
fices.. Altho' their: Books hae no 
Muſical Notes, yet their Singing iz 
true and agreeable; they mix with 
it the Sound of Inſtraments. >; Wo 
Religious riſe twice in the Night to 
ſing Pſalms. Out of the Church their 
Habit is almoſt Secular; they are 
only diſtinguiſh'd by a * or blue 
; Cator which they wear upon their 
Heads. Thoſe different Colours di- 
ſtin guiſh their Orders: They are much | 
reverenc' in #tbiopia. 
Ir Ethiopians have cetuinkd- the 
5 Circumciſion. They circamciſe 
che Child the Seventh Day after its 
Birth, and afterwards baptize it, 
unleſs there be Danger of Death, 
for in that Caſe they wowd not de- 
fer Baptiſm. Circumciſion does not 
paſs amongſt them for a Sacrament, 
bat a pure Ceremony which they 
practiſe in Imitation of Jefus Chriſt, 


who vouchſafed to be cirtumncis l. : 


a. They aſſur'd me that former Popes | 
e Ethiopia, declaring to them 


had tolerated this Uſe of Circumciſi - 


that they were to believe that Circum- 
cin! is not * tor Salvation. 


— gs 


— 
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I cou'd àdd many other curious things 
in. relation to Erbin, but not being 
perfectiy inform'd, and being unwilling 
to ad vance any thing which I have not 
either ſeen my ſelf, or learn'd from 
unqueſtionable Witneſſes, I ſhall forbear 
making any further Remakes. 
Finding daily a Decay of my Health 
by continual Relapſes, I took a Re- 
ſolution to return into France, and to 
beg Leave of the Emperor to depart- 
He expreſs'd a true Concern at my 
Intimation of it; he renew'd his Or- 
ders to treat me well, fearing that! 
was diſſatisfy'd; he offer'd me Houſes 
and Lands, and even a very conſi- 
derable Settlement: But whatever 
Inclinations I bad to ſerve fo amia- 
dle a Prince, and endow'd with fo 
great Qualities; I repreſented to him, 
that from the time I had that ſevere 
Sicknefs at Barlo, which had like to 
have carry'd me off, I had never been 
able to ſet my ſelf up again, notwithe 
ſtanding all the Remedies and Precau- 
tions 1 had taken; that it was im- 
poſſible for me to recover my Health 
without changing the Climate, and 


: breathing my own native Air „ that 
it was the greateſt Affliction to me 
55 „„ 
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imaginable, to de ſeparated from ſo 
great a Prince, but — I ſhoald in- 
fallibly die, in caſe I ſhou'd wilfully 
continue in his Dominions. The Em- 
peror full of Goodneſs agreed, tho 
with Difficulty. to my preſſing Soli- 

citation; but it was upon this Con- 
dition, that as ſoon as I ſhou'd be re- 
cover'd, I wou'd return into AÆAthiopia; 


and that he might engage me by all that 
is moſt Sacred, he made me ſwear 


I upon the holy Goſp el, that 1 wou'd 


not fail in the Promiſe 1 had given, 
and that I wou'd obſerve it invio- 
lably. 12 

- The Eſteem he had conceiy'd for the 
King, upon what 1 had related, and 
upon what he had learn'd from other 


80 Hands, mov'd him to deſire an Alli- 


ance with a Prince, whoſe Reputation 
made ſo great a Noiſe in the World, 
and to ſend an Ambaſſador to him | 


with Letters and Preſents He. caſt 


his Eyes immediately upon an Abbot 
whoſe Name was Abona Gregorios, and 


to that Intent, he order'd me to teach 
him the Latin Tongue. This Religi- Ns 


_ ous Man having a great deal of Wit, 
and being perfect both in ſpeaking and 


weiting Arabick, made a very conſide - 
. rable 


go Auge to Athiopia. 
rable Progreſs in a little time; but 
| becauſe in Ethiopia they more willing - 
ly make uſe of Strangers, than People 
of their own Country for Embaſſies, 
it was no difficult matter for the Mi- 
nĩſter Mourat, to procure his Nephew 
to be nam'd Ambaſſador for France. 


The Emperor declar'd him publickly, 


dren, &c. 


and order'd him to prepare his Pre- 
ſents, which conſiſted in Elephants, 
Horſes, and young Ethiopian Chil- 
Being at an Audience with the Em- 
peror, before he was refolv'd upon his 


for the young Princes his Children, and 
directing his Diſcourſe to one of the 
_ Youngeft, about eight or nine Years 
old; told him he had a mind to fend. 
Him into Fance, the fineſt Country ia 
the World. The- young Prince an- 
ſwer d him very wittily, that it wou'd 
be the- greateſt Concern in the World 


ther, but that if it-were his Pleaſure 
de ſhou'd make that Voyage, he 
woa'd undertake it with Joy. Then 


after what manner they wou'd treat 
his Son at the Court ES: = 
e — wer” 


Choice of an Ambaſſador, he call'd 


to him, to be ſeparated from his Fa- 


the Emperor turning to me, ask'd me 5 
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ſwer' d, they wou'd treat him with all 
the Honours due to the greateſt and 
moſt powerful Prince of Arict. He 
is as yet too young, reply'd the Em- 
perour, and the Voyage is too long 
and difficult, when he is grown ſtron- 
ger, and has more Years over hi 
Head, he may undertake it. 
My Departure being fix d, the Em- 
perour gave me an Audience of Leave 
with the uſual Ceremonies. 
1 was in his Preſence, the grand I rea- 
ſurer brought me a Bracelet of Gold, 
which the Emperour gractouſly put 
about my Wriſt wich Sound of Kettle- 
Dram and Trampets. This Honour 


„ in AÆthivpi a anſwers to that of the 


make me eat at 'a Table near his 
own, but which was lower. After 
Dinner I took Leave of the 


Princes of Euqe, when they beſtow 
their Orders of Knighthood. He af- 
ter that, gave me the Mantle df Gee 
remony, and it being Dinner Time, 
did me the Honour to keep me, and 


rour, who order'd the high Treaſurer 


fo N N me with whatever L 1 | 
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My Departure was reſolv'd on for 
the Second of Jay, of the Year 
1700. They gave me an Officer with 
a Guard of a hundred Horſe, to con- 
duct me as far as the Confines of the 
Empire, and an Interpreter who knew 
the Languages of all the Provinces 
thro' which we were to paſs; for e- 
very Province has it particular Lan- 
guage; ſeveral Merchants who were 
going to Meſſua, join'd themſelves to 
me, and were glad to have the Ad- 
vantage of this Occaſion to perform 
their Voyage with more Security. 
Altho' the Ambaſſadour Mourat preſs'd 
my Departure for fear of the Rains 
which already began to fall in the 
Nights, he cou'd not begin his Jour: 
ney fo ſoon, becauſe the Emperour 
ſtopt him. Weappointed to meet at 
Duvarna, to continue our Journey to- 
gether from thence. I cou'd not leave 
the Emperour (who ſhew'd me a 
thonſand Kind neſſes) without a ten- 
der Concern, and he himſeif appear'd 
to be ſenſibly touch'd at this Sepa- 
ration. I muſt own that I can ne- 
ver think upon that great Prince 
without the moſt lively Sentiments 
of Gratitude, and had it not ders 
— B = 


ed. 
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for my Indiſpoftion, I ſhou'd have 
33 my ſelf to his Perſon, and 
ſacrific'd the: Remainder of my Days 
to his Service. The Principal. Lords 

of the Court did me the Honour to 
_ accompany me two Leagues accord- 
ing to the Orders they had receiv- 


We took our Journey by the Town ” 
of Emfras, of which I have already 
ſpoken. The Officer who ConduQed 
us, always got an Hour before us, in- 
to the places where we were to Lodge. 
He alighted at the Governours Houſe 
or at the principal Perſons'of the Vil- 
lage, and ſhew'd him the Orders of 
the Court written in a Roll of Parch- 
ment. This Roll is put into a little 
Gourd, which he faſtens to his Neck 


with filken Strings. As ſoon as he 


Arrives, the Chief of the Town or 
Place meet together before the Go- 
vernour's Gate, where in their Preſence 
he unties his Gourd, and takes out 
of it the little Roll of Parchment, 


which in the Language of the Country - 


T ts-calld Ati Heſes, that is to ſay the 


Command of the Emperor; be pre- 
ſents it with a great deal of Reſpect 
— ne Governour, telling him that it 


he 


— Place is very Famous, and they make 
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he does not execute it, his Head muſt 
anſwer for it. | When any Order is 
pain of Death, tis written in 
red Letters. The Governour to teſtifie 
his Reſpect and Obedience, takes it; 
and puts it upon his Head; after 
that, he gives his Orders to defray - 
the Expences of the Officer, and his 
Company thro al the Places of his 
Government, JET 56: 
We madeita Days Journey bewroen 
Ganda and Emfras, being oblig'd to 
paſs over a high Mountain by very 
difficult Ways: Upon that Mountain 
there is a fair —— with a 
Church dedicated to St. Ann. This 


Pilgrimages to it from a far. In this 
Monaſtery there is to be ſeen a very 
clear and cool Fountain; the Pilgrims 
drink of it out of Devotion; they 
pretend that it works miraculous Cures 
by the Interceſſion of St. Aun, to whom 
the Ethiopians are much devote. 
We Arriv'd at Em ſras on the Third 
"= May, and were lodg'd in a fair 
Houſe. belon ging to Moura the Elder. 
I was regal'd there for three Days 
I was Entertain'd with Conſorts of 
the Harp, and a kind of 9 
wWhic 
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which comes very near our own: I was 
preſent at a ſart of Show :: The Actors 
fing Verſes to the Honour of him, 


whom they deſign to divert, and 
ſhew a thouſand Tricks of Activity. 


| Some of them dance Jigs to — 


of little Cymbrels, and being Nimble 
and Active make ſeveral extraragant 
Poſtures in - their Dancing. Others 
holding a Naked Sabre in one Hand, 
and a Backler in the other, Repreſent 
a Battle dancing, and cut ſuch ſur - 

prifing Capers, that one wou'd not 
| believe it, without ſeeing. One of 
___ thoſe Caperers brought me a Ring, 
and bid me either hide it my ſelf, or 


_ he wou'd ſoon tell me where it 
.I took it, and hid it ſo well, 
that 1 thought it impoſh ble to Gueſs 
where | had-put it. A Moment after, 
1 was much ſurpris d, to ſee this 


Time all the while, and whiſper me 
in the Ear that he had the Ring, and 


| that 1 had not hid it well. Again, ! 


there are others who. hold a Lance in 


To one Hand, and a glaſs of Metheglia 


in another, and oe, Prodigionſly high 
—_— ſpilling one Drop... 


_ They Z 


give it to ſome other to hide, and 


Man come dancing to me keeping 5 
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They deſir'd me to Viſit a Perſon of 
Quality that was fick. One of the 
— by ſaid to me in my Ear 
Mich, that is to ſay, he is ſtruck by 
the Evil Spirit. At the Time I was 
at Gondar, | heard them often ſpeak 
of that lllneks, and the Emperour him- 
ſelf, more than once ask'd my Opinion 
concerning it. I anſwer'd, that God 
did not permit thoſe Obſeſſions, but 
either to Puniſh our Sins, or to dif- 
cover his Power. _ 


| where we took up our Lodging. This 
Place was formerly the Reſidence 
of the Emperors of At hiopia. Ss wg 


Town is little, but the Situation ver * 


delightful, and the Country round a- 
bout very pleaſant. I took up my 
Quarters with the Governour of the 
Province, who receiv'd me very hono- 
rably, as alſo did the other Gover- 
nours and Heads of the Villages with 


vhom I lodg'd thro? all my Journey. 


From Emfras we advanc'd to Coga, 


*Twas at Coga where they firſt began { 


to recommend- our Baggage to the 
Lords of the Villages, who order'd 
it to be carried as far as the Fron- 
tiers, after the Manner 1 have alrea- 


n dy related. I have not exactly noted 
down 


ths hy. + ir. * * * 
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don the Places thro? which we paſs'd. 
The great Weakneſs I then lay un- 
der, not permitting me to write as 1 
cou'd have wiſh'd., 


Wee ſpent ſeven or eight Days in 


paſſing thro”, the Provinces of Qgara 
where the Heats are not ſo excęſſiꝶ 
as elſewhere, by Reaſon of the mar 
ny high Mountains. I was told they 
| had Ice there at certain times of the 
| Year, but, | dare not engage for the 
Truth of it. Amongſt thoſe Mound 
| tains there are Houſes which are made 


| in the very Rock; they ſhew'd me a 


Place where ſome young People ſeek- 


1 ing a Pr ivate Place to be merry. in, 


were alkpetrefied. Thoſe who rela- 
ted this Paſſage to me, affirm'd that 
thoſe young Libertins are ſtill to be 
; ſeen in the ſame Poſtures they "were 


ia, when they were turn'd into Stone. 


I believe thoſe Figures are only Con- 
gelations, in which Nature ſports her- 


I felf ſometimes. There are amongſt - 
| thoſe Mountains ſo great a Number 


--Þ of Houſes, that they ſeem to be one 
continu'd Town. They are built 


| roond; the Roof, the Figure of which 
| reſembles a Tunnel turn'd dowawards, 
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is of Ruſhes, and ſupported by Walls 
which riſe ten or twelve Foot from 
the Ground: The Inſide of the Houſes 


are neat, and adoen'd with Indian 


Canes rang'd artificially. Markets are 
de found every where, where they 
feu al} ſorts of Provifions and Cat- 
KLE the Country ſwarms with Peo- 


Out of the Province of Opara, we | 
| enter'd into that of Sry, where they 


Before we came to S 


1 the Capital 


begin to ſpeak the Languag e of Tigra. 


_ of that Province, we we paſs'd over the 
Kiver Tekeſel, which is to fay; the | 


Terrible; that is the Name they give 
M0 by Reaſon of its rapid*-Stream. | 
*Tis four Times broader than the 

Seins at Paris; they paſs over it in 
Boars,” there 'being * Bridge. This 


mot fertile Country! I have een in 
Athiopia. Youmeet there with delici- 
dus Plains water'd with Fountains, and | 
Ale with ſpacious -Foreſts of Orange- * 
Trees, Citron-Trees, jeſſamius, and“ 
: Pomegranate- Trees. Thoſe Trees are 
fo common in Athiopia, that they | 
grow without any Care or Cultiva- 


ting: 


Province is the moſt pleaſunt, and | 


and which 


de Swelling 
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ting: The Meadows and Fields are 
cover'd with Tulips, Renunculys's, 
Pinks, Lilies, Roſe- Trees loaded with 


red and white Roſes, and a thouſand 
other ſorts of Flowers unknown to us, 
perfume: the Air with a 


much ſtronger and more fragrant Scent 


than in thoſe pleaſant Places which 
are to be ſeen in Provence. The Of⸗ 
| ficer who conducted me, has in that 
Province à very handſome Caſtle, 
. | where” he regald me eight Days. 4 
began in that Place to obſerve, that 
1 had at the Orifice of 

my Stomach, grew lefs, and that Ex- 

ertiſe: and the "Country Air gave me 
| at Appetite, and wrought a very 


Effect upon me. I receiv'd in 


| this Caſtle the Vifit with which the 
Governour of the Province hononr'd 


me by the Emperour's Appotatment. 


n | He commanded a young Blephant to 

+- | be brought, which the ho gra Z 
was to carry into Fance, and 
- | ſent to the King. The Orders which 

ad | Were put into Uetle Gourds were to 


— that BifeQ. | ; I 


IE hy is 'A ; 
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* 
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From the Province of S:ry we paſs'd 
into that of Adova, the Capital where- 
of bears the ſame Name. The Go- 
verneur of this Province is one of 
the ſeven prime Miniſters of the Em- 
pire. The Emperour bas marry'd one 
of his Daughters to a Son of this Go- 
vernour, who has four and twenty lit- 
tile Governments and Principalities | 

under his Juriſdition. As ſoon as we 
were arriv'd at his Capital City, he 
order'd a magnificent Tent: to be ſet 
up in his Palace for my Reception; he 
lodg'd me in a very fine Apartment, 
and regal'd me the Space of ſixteen 


Magnificence worthy of his Rank and 
Quality. It was he who had Orders 
to furniſh me plentifully with all that I. 
| ſhould want for my embarking upon the 
Red Sea, and he did it in the moſt 
_ obliging manner in the World. I 
was treated by Way of Regale with 
wild Beef, which is much eſteem'd by 
the Ethiopians, the Fleſh is very 
good, and very tender. Thoſe Beefs 
have no Horns, and are not ſo large as 
ours in France. te Es 
. 


There 


4 


Days that I ſtaid with him, with a F 


Emper 


the Horſes he was to carry 
into France. 
full of Fire, and are as big 
of Arabia, are always high Creſted. 
They have no Shooes, becauſe in 
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There are alſo a great Number of 
Roe-Bucks in this Province, but l 


faw there neither Hinds nor Stags. 
After having return'd Thanks to that 


Lord; who overwhelm'd us with Ci- 
vilities, we continu'd to purſue our 
Route. We paſs'd thro” a Foreſt full 


of Apes of all Sizes, which skip'd up- 


on-the Trees with an amazing Swift= 


| neſs, and which diverted us with a 
thouſand Tricks they play'd. After 


that we enter'd into the Province of 
Saravs, where l 154 the Misfortaite 


| which 1 bad taken the Chare 3 


In this Province are the beit Horſes 


of «Ethiopia, and from whence the 
our's Stables are furniſh'd ; from 


hence the Embiſſadour was to take 


with him 
Thoſe Horſes which are 
as thoſe 


eAthiopia they know not what it is 


to Shove Horſes, or other Deaſts of 1 


Burden. 3 
„ wo 


8 — 
7 
1 
o 


102 4 Voyage to. Ethiopia, 


_ at Duvarna the Capital of the King- 
dom of Tz gra. There are two Go- 
vernours in this Province. Þ know 
nothing of the Reaſon, nor which 
are there ſeveral Diviſons. They 
call them Barnages, 2s much as to 


5 ſay, Kings of the Sea, probably be- 


From Suraui we at length arrivd | 


cauſe they border upon the Red 


Du 
Duvarna is divided into two Towns, 
the Higher, and the Lower. The 


Mabometans inhabit the Lower. What-_ 
ever comes into At biopia by the Red || 
Sea, paſſes thro? Duvarna. This Town | 


which is about two Leagves in Cir- 
cuit, is as it were the Bureau, or ge- 


neral Magazine of the Commodities 
of the Indies. All the Houſes are 
built with ſquare Stone, and theRoofs | 


are flat. The River Moraba which 


paſſes at the Foot of this Town, * DU, 


burthens it ſelf into the Teleſel. 


is not. broad, but very rapid. 3 
not to be pad without ſome Dan- 
We ſpent no leſs than two 
Months and a Half between Gondar 


and this Town, where 1 was to wait 
for the Coming of Mourat. 


Soon 
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Soon after my Arrival, the two Go- 


vernours receiv'd the doleful News of 
the Death of Prince Baſil, Eldeſt Son of 
the Emperour, aud preſumptive Heir to 


the Empire- This Prince who dy'd be- 


tween nineteen and twenty You old, 
had all the Qualtfications that can ren- 
der a Prince accompliſh'd: Beſides that 


he had a very graceful Perſon, he had 


Wir, Courage, Worth, and a generous 


and liberal Heart, all which made 


bim the Delight of the whole Court. | 
A malignant Fever carry'd him off 
within eight Days after his Return 
from a Campaign he had been ma- 
| king with the Emperour his Father 
—_ the Gallas, where he had ſig- 


nalizd himſelf, for he had beat and 
pur ſu d his Enemies ſo briskly, that 
he had kill'd eight with his own 

Hand. This Prince had a tender 


Love for the People, to whom he 
wou'd have been a Father had he 


lived. He gave Demonſtrations of this 


| a little betore his Death. Tbe Em- 
| perour going to viſit bim, attended 
dy the greateſt Lords of his Court, 
the Prince told him he had only one 


Favour to bes of him, which was, 
£8 that 


1 
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that he 'wer'd- eaſe his People, which 
was oppreſsd and drain'd by the in- 
ſatiable Avarice of the Miniſters and 
Governovrs.' Theſe Words made Tuch 
an Impreſſion upon the Emperor, that 
he cou'd not forbear weeping, ' pro- 
miſing that he wou'd take care to 
remedy it. 1 learn'd this Circum- 
ſtance. our bim that brought the 
News of his Death to Duvarna, with 
Orders to pray fur the deceas'd Prince, 
and to bewail him according to Cu- 
ſtom. What they relate concerning 


his Vertues, is worthy of eternal Me- 


mory. The Emperor his Father, be- | 


ing one day faPn into an Ambuſcade 1 


of the Enemies, the young Prince ran 
with full Speed to his Aſſiſtance. He 
pierc'd into the thickeſt Crowd, charg'd 
ſo warnily on all Sides, and did Ai | 
ons of ſo great Valour, that he ſav'd 
his Father's Life at the Hazard of his 


8 own. * 
The Emperor whether thro? Policy, 4 


or by Way of Diverſion diſguiſes bhim- | 


ſelf ſometimes, and keeps: out of Sight 
with two or three of his Confidents; 
without any ones knowing what is 
become of him. It happen'd once = 8 
. 6 


„ 


rc 


A Voyage to Ethiopia. 


which made the Prince his Son highly 


uneaſie, and gave him terrible Appre- 
henſtons, becauſe it was believ'd that 
| the Emperor was dead. 


Some of the moſt conſiderable Lords 


of the Court, who deſir'd to advance 
_ themſelves by flattering the Ambition 
of the young Prince, propos'd to him 
|| to take the Government into his 
Hands, and to order himſelf to be 
. proclaim'd Emperor; becauſe there 
was Danger, leſt in the preſent Con- 
jiuncture one of his Brothers might 
| prevent him, and raiſe an InſurreQion 
in ſome of the Provinces ; that he 
micht rely upon their Fidelity, and 
that they were ready to facrifice 
their Lives and Fortunes in his Ser- 
vice: 8 
The Prince who had a tender Love | 
and' an inviolable Attach to his Fa- 
ther, rejected with Indignation the 
| the Propofal of theſe ſelf-iatereſted 
ICourtiers, anddeclar'd that he wou'd 
never mount the Throne, before he 
had fcen the Corps of his Father, and 
was aflur'd of his Death. The Empe- 
ror return'd ſome Days ow and was 
AE IG Rf 1 in- 
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he abſented himſelf for two Months, 


106 A Fopige to Ethiopia. 
inform d by ſome loyal Courtier, of the 
pernicious Counſel that had deen given 
to his Son. He being extremely wiſe, 


and refery'd, made m Noiſe of it, 
but thoſe Flatterers ſaon diſappear'd, 


withdut” having been ſeen ever ſince. = 3 
The Preſumptive Heir of the Crown 


| has a Prmompality annen'd to his Per- 
RIES 


1 paſt by this Priocigelity- in my 


Journey to Duyarne. The Toa | 7 


call'd Heleni © It has a fair Monaſtery, 

and a magnificent Charch. *Tis a s 

faireſt and 1 I have ſeen in Ætb - 
opia. It is dedicated to SE Helena, 


and from that Church in ah likelihoaddd 
the Town has taken the Name of He- 


leni. In the middle of the ſpacious 
Place before the Church, are to he 


ſeen three pyramidical, and triangular 


Spices, all $1Fd with Hierc 


roglyphicks. 


Amongſt the Figures of — Pyra- | 


mids, 61 obſerwd upon each Face 3 


Lock, which is very ſtagular, for the 


Ethiopians dave no Locks, and are even || 

unacquainted with the Ufe of them. 

Altho' you ſee no Pedeſtals, yet theſe | 
 Spires are no leſs high than we Obe- 
lisk of che Palace bei Peters at 


Rome, 


but what is more conſiderable is, that 
they alſo find a great deal of Gold, 
even in tilling their Ground. They 
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Rome) plaed upon its Pedeſtal. Tis 
believ d. that this was the Country of 


the Queen of Saba: Sevetal Villages de- 
pending upon this Principality, which 


to this Day bear the Name of Sabaim. 
TPhbey get Marble in the Mountains, 


which no ways yields to that of Eurape; 


brought me privately ſome Pieces, 
which 1 found to he very fine. The 
Religious of that Church are habited 


ia yellow Skins, and wear a little 
Cap of the ſame Colour and Skin. 


After the Arrival of the Courier, 


i ? who. was the . Mellenger of the ſad 
News of Prince Befi's Death; the 
Barnag as order'd- it to be made pub- 2p 


all the Towns of their Government. 


Every one put on. Mourning, which 


Conſiſts in ſhaving their Heads; this 
zs the Practice thro? the whole Empire, 
not only for Men, but alſo Women 
and Children. The Day following, 
the two Governours attended by all 


the Militia, and an infinite Number of 


People, went to the Church dedicated 


to 
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to the blefled Virgin, where they per- 


form'd a ſolemn Service for the Prince, 
after which they return'd to the Pa- 
lace in the ſame Order. The two 
Barnagas ſeated themſelves in a great 


Hall, and plac'd me in the Middle be- 
tween em. After that, the Officers 
and Perfons of Note, both Men and 


Women, rang'd themſelves round 
the Hall. Certain Women with Ta- 


bors, and Men without, plac'd them 


ſelves in the Middle of the Hall, 


and began to ſing, as it were in 


Parts, little Songs in honour of the 


Prince; but in ſo doleful à Tone, that 
1 cou'd not hinder being ſeizd with 


Grief, and Weeping. for a trhole Hour 


that the Ceremony laſted. There were 
ſome who to teſtify their Sorrow, tore 
their Faces, till they were cover d with 
Blood; or burnt their Temples with 
little Wax Candles. There were none in 
this Hall but Perſons of Quality, the 
common People ſtood without in the 
Courts, where they gave ſuch lamen- 
table Cries, that it wou'd have mov'd 
the hardeſt Hearts. Theſe Ceremomes 


laſted three Days according to Cuſtom. 


It is to be obſerv'd, that when any 


Ethiopian dies, you hear on all Sides 
. moſt 
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moſt doleful Howlings. All the Neigh- 
bours aſſemble in the Houſe of the 
Perſon deceas'd, and join in their Be- 

wailings with the Kindred they find 
there. They waſh the Corps with par- 
ticular Ceremonies, and after having 


wrapt it up in a new Winding-Sheet 


of Cotton, they place it in a Coffin in 
the middle of the Hall with Flam- 
beau's of Wax. Then they redouble 


their Weeping and Crying to the 


Sound of little Tabors. Some pray to 
God for the Soul of the Deceas'd, 


others recite Verſes fo his Praiſe, or 


tear their Hair, and ſcratch their Fa- 


Ceremony, which is both fri ghtful ad 
moving, continues until the "Relinadus 
come to take away the Body. After 
having ſung ſome Pfialms, and made 
ule 2 — they begin their Pro- 


ces, or burn their Fleſh with Flam- | 
beau's in Token of their Grief. . This | 


ceſſion, boldiog an iron Croſs in their 


right Hands, and a Prayer-Book in 
the left. They themſelves carry 


the 


Body, and ſing Pſalms all the Way. 


The Relations and Friends of the De- 
ceas d follow, and continue their Cries 

with drumming on the Tabors. They 
all have their Heads ſhav'd, which is 


the 


pe eminent Quality 


the Badge of Mourning; as I ſaid be- 
fore. When they paſs hy any — 
the Proceſſion ſtaps,. — Aome Prayers 
are: ſaid there; after» which they go on 


to the Place of - Burials There they | 
renew again their Qblations of Incenſe; 


mans Note, and put the Body in- 
to the Ground. Parſons of Faſhion 
are buried in the Churches, the reſt 
in common Charch-yards; where they 
plant a Number of Croſſes; not unlike 
to whatis practis'd by the Cart huſian 
Fathers. T The Crayons back 
to the Houſe of the Deceasd, where 
they make a Feaſt. They meet to- 
gether ſor three Days, Night and 
Morning to bewail, and eat nowhere - 
elſe during that time. After three Days 
they ſeparate until the eighth Day af- 
ter the Deceaſe, and ſo continue to 
meet every eighth Day to mourn for 
two Hours; for the Space of a whole 
Yea, to the Annireriary-Day.. : 
Wben a Prince or ſome Perſon of 
dies the Emperor 
for three Months withdraws -himſelf 
from Buſineſs unleſs it be very preſſing. | 
Wikreas he was deſirous of ſending an 
: — 


they ſing a while the Pſalms with: a 
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Embaſſador into France, he ſent for 
 Adourat, gave him bis Orders and Cres 
dentials-'to the. King, and having 
cloathed him with a Mantle of Cere- 
mony in à publick Audience, comman - 
ded him to depart. His Voyage was 
unfortunate; the Horſes which he was 
to preſent to the King died in the 
Way; Ki 
de furniſh'd with others. This Ac- 
cident retarded his Journey, and, made 
me take tbe Re ſolution to go and 
Wait for him at Mefſus, there to give 
Orders for our embarking. The Day 


before my Departure, the Barnagas ha- 


ving ſent back the Troops, which had 


_  & hundred Foot. Soldiers wit an Of- 
cer on Horſe- back, to command them 
to be in a Readineſs to march the 
next Day to convey me to Meſſua. I 
ſent back Part of my Demeſticks, only 
keeping thirty. I left Dunarna on the 


eighth of Septemb. of the Year 1700, 


1 — over a dnp _ River fd 


Maurat ſent back to Court to 


conducted me to Davarna, appointed 1 


9 with much Diffculty and Danger | 
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From Dwvarna, the Lords of the 
Villages don't order the Baggage to 
de carried by their Vaſſals, ' but make 
uſe of a kind of Oxen, which they 
call Bers, and are of a different Species 


from thoſe called Fride which are the 


ordinary Oxen. Thoſe Animals, the 
Fleſh whereof is not good to eat, rid 
a great deal of Ground in a fhort 
time. I had twenty of them for my 
_ Uſe, of which one Part carried the 
great Proviſions for our Veſſel, and the 
other our Tents; becauſe after the 
Rains had ceas'd, we lay every Night 


The Inhabitants of that Country, 
who are partly*Mahometans and part- 
Iy Chriſtians, bring in Victuals and 
Proviſions to the Caravans that paſs. 
1 was informed that about a Days 
| Journey out: of eur Road, there was 
1 very extraordinary thing to be ſeen 
in one of the moſt famous Monaſte- 
ries of the Country. I was curious 


to examine the Truth of it in Perſon. 


me twenty Lance-men and the Officer 

for greater Security of this little Ex- 

curfion. We ſpent half a Day in climb- 
—— 1 
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ing a very 
vered with Wood. When we were 
come to the Top of it, we found a 


— and the Monaſtery we ſearch'd 
for 


of a Foreſt, in a frightful Solitude. 


| HItis well buikt, and has a wide exten- 


_ ded Proſpect; you diſcover from thence 


the Red-Sea arid a vaſt Country. There 
are a hundred Religions in this Houſe, 
| Life, and who 


who lead a very au 
are habited in the ſame Manner 48 


thoſe of Heleni. Their Cells are ſo 
little, that a Man can ſcarce ſtretch 
himſelf in one of them. They eat 
no Fleſh, no more than the other Re- 
They are con- 
ſtantly intent upon God, and the Me- 
ditation of holy things; this is their 


| whole Employment. I ſaw there an 
old Man of about ſixty ſix Years of. 


ligious of eAthiopia. 


Age, who for ſeven Years had only liv'd 


upon the keayesof wild Olive- trees. This 
extraordinary Mortification had occa- 
ſio ned his ſpitting Blood, Which incom- 
moded him very much. I gave him ſome 
Remedies, and preſcrib'd him a Diet 
not altogether ſo rigorous. He was 
55 a yer 


Rs 


difficult Mountain, all co- 


This Monaſtery is in the Middle 
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a very handſom Man, and well bred, 
Brother to the Governour of Tigra. The 
Abbot of the Monaſtery receiv'd us 
with a great deal of Charity. As ſoon 
as we arriv'd, he waſh'd our Feet, 


and kifs'd 'em, whilſt his Religious 


recited certain Prayers. After this 
Ceremony they conducted us in Pro- 
ceſſion to the .Church, the Religious 
ſtinging all the while : then we were 
led into a Chamber, where a Re- 
freſhment was brought us. The whole 
Regale was only a Piece of Bread 
ſopp'd in Butter and Beer, for in 


that Convent they drink neither Wine f 


nor Metheglin, nor does Wine ever 


appear but for the ſaying of Maſs. = 


The Abbot kept us Company all the 
white, but did not eat with us. 
I no ſooner enter'd the Church, but 
I diſcover'd the Prodigy, which gave 
the Occaſion to my Journey, and which 
I cou'd never have believ'd. They 


was to be ſeen Pendulous in the Air, 


4 round ſtaff, of Gold, four Foot in 
Length, and of the Thickneſs of = 
good Stick. This Prodigy appear'd ſo 
Wonderful to me, that I was afraid 
_ teſt my Eyes might be impos'd upon, 
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and that there might be ſome Artifice 
which 1 cou'd not diſcern; I there- 
fore begg d of the Abbot to permit me 


to examine more nearly, whether 
there were not ſome inviſible Prop 


or- Support. For my better Aſſurance, 


and to take away all doubt, I paſs'd 
my Cane over it, and under it, an 

on all Sides, and found that this Staff 
of Gold did truly hang of it ſelf in 


the Air. This rais'd an Aſtoniſnment 


in me which continues to this very 
Day, finding no Natural cauſe of ſo 


wonderful an Effect. The Religious 


recounted to me the Hiſtory of it, in 

the Manner I am going to RelateG. 1 
is about three Hundred and thir- | 
ty fix Years, faid they, ſince an An- 


© choxet;, Nam'd Abona Phileppes, or 


Father Philip, retir'd himſelf into the 
©Defart: He fed only on Herbs, and = 
* drank nothing but Water. The 


© Reputation! of his Sanity ſpread it 


| © elf; on all Sides; he made ſeveral 
P predictions which were verifyd by 
. 8 the Event. F One Day as this An- — 

© choret was in Contemplation, Jeſus 4 


_ © Chriſt appeared to him, and com- 


* manded him to Build a Monaſtry in x 


© that Part of the Wood, where he 


on « ſhou'd 


116 4 Volts to Athiopia. 


* bon d find a Staff of Gold hanging 
in the Air: Having found and feeti 
the Miracle of Which you are Witneſs, 
* © faid he who addreſsd his Diſcourſe 
to me, Abona Philippos doubted nd 
longer of the will of God. He obey'd. 
Sand built this Mlonaſtery, to which 
_ they have given the Name of Bihen 


Jeſus, that is to ſay the Viſion of Jeſus, 


N by Reaſon of the Apparition. I leave 
to the Reader, to make what Re- 
*flexions he pleaſes, upon the Prodigy 
I have ſeen, and upon. what thoſe 
* Religious report concerning it. 
The next Day having taken leave of 


5 the Abbot and the Religious, who 


did me the Honour to accompany 
me a good Part of-the Way, T went 
to rejoyn the Caravan 1 had left, and 

ſo continu d my Journey. I faw: no- 
thing in the reſt of my Route, which 
deſerves any particular Remark; 4 
Eight Days- after we had left Duvarna; 
we ” Acrivd at Arcauva; a little Town 
on the Bank of the Red Sea, which 
the Geographers miſcall Avequies. "We 
only ſtaid' one Night. Fhe Day fol- 

lowing, we croſs'd an Arm of the Sea 

| in a = and 5 at Maſſoua a 


AKttle — 
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little Iſland, or rather a barren Rock, 
npon which is Built a Fortreſs which 


belongs to the Grand Signior, and is 
the Reſidence of a Bacha. 


This Fortreſs is of ſmall W ad 


eaſily make itiſelf Maſter of it. Whilf, 


I was there; an-Engliſh: Veſſel came 
to an Anchor in the Road, which caſt 


a Terror into the while Iſland. They 
were preparing for their Defence, 


Long Boat aſhore to aſſure the Gover- 


Bacha of Meſſoua gives a — 


to Suaquen, a all depending upon 
upon a 
Bank of the Red Sea, In this Place 
zs the Fear bh Fiſning, and for Tortoiſes 
of which there is a great Traffick, 
And from whence the Grand Signior 
_ draws a conſiderable Revenue. The 
Bacha of Aeſſoua receiv'd me with 
much Civility at the Recommendati- 
on of the Emperour of Xth;opia, whom 
they, ſtand- in great Fear of in that 
—— and wich Reaſon; for the 


the Ottanian Empire, ſituated 


Ethiopian, 


2 a ſingle Man of War well mann'd wou d 


when the Maſter of the Veſſel ſeat bis 


nour he had no Cauſe to ſtand in 
Fear of the Engliſh, who were in Al- 
liance witch the Grand Signior. The 


* 
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Arbiopians cou'd eaſily make them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Place, which 
formerly belong'd to them, dy ſtarving 


them or retufing to furniſh them with nk 
Water, the Inhabitants of . Mefſous 


being oblig'd to fetch it from Arcouva, 
there being none in their Iſland. 
At the Time I was at the Court of 
Athispia, I was inform'd that the 
Hollanders had attempted more than 
once to engage in — with the 
eAtbiopians, but whether it be Diffe- 
rence in Religion, or whether it be 
the great Power of the Hollanders in 
the Eaft-Indigs', that gives them a 
Jealouſy, tis certain the t hiqpi ans 
| wou'd never enter iato any el 
with them. 
The Engliſh are alſo: defirons of 
making A Rice with the At hiqpiant, 
and to my Knowledge an Armenian 


Merchant did aſſociate himſelf to the | 
Engliſh in hopes to trade thithe®s 


which wou'd be of great Advantage | 
to them: For beſides Gold, Civet, | 


Elephants "Teeth, &c. they wor'd 

3 from "thence ' Aloes, Myrrh, 

4 e and Coffee, which 

the | wEtbinpians do not erm — 
al 


— 
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and which, as I have been told, was m 
rſt tranſported out of «frhopia in- is 
toHiemen, or Arabia Felix, from whence 1): 
the Merchants now a Days bring it, 


| 
for at preſent they cultivate it in eEebi= | 


4 


ois on 2s a Curiofity. : 
The Coffee-Plant reſembles very [017 
mach the Myrtle, its Leaves are al. 
ways green, but larger, and more 
tufted; it bears a Fruit like the || 
 Piftacho-Nut, and on the Top a 
Hast, in which are contain te 
Bearis;- and this is what they call 
Coffee. This Husk is green at the |! 
Beginning, but as it grows more ripe | 
becomes of a darker Colour. *Tisa | 
; 


Miliſtake that they put Coffee into 
boiling Water, to prevent the Growth 
bf it is ſome have affirm'd; they 

wen it from 'the Haske in wet 
iir prom, and fend it zwar vitbe t: 
The Delays of the Ambaſſadour {|| 
Mourat gave me ſome Uneaſineſs, be-: 
caufe I apprehended to loſe the Mon 


— 


Pn. I writ to him, that J had taken 
a Reſolation to go and expect him at 
Gedda. He anſwer'd me, that I might 
go thither, and that he wou'd endea- 
* — 


* 


= * 2 \s -— 
— 
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not 


Board a N _ had been bile at 
Surate, FF 1 
Ill had no mind to hazzard my fas „„ 
in the Ships 5 
appear'd to be very flight and unſafe, 
: Planks altho? pitch and tarr'd, 
being only. faſten'd together with pi- 
tifal Cords, as well as. 
are only made. of Mats of the Leaves 
0 - Notwithſtanding, theſe Vel- 
ſels, altho*-ſo ill rigg'd out, and worſe | 
govern'd, carry a great Weight, and 
altho they have not above. ſeven or | 
- bt Men to manage them, they =_ 
1 ts * * in al that . 


"if Vang to Ethiopia. 


120 


vour to come to me; that the Death 


of Prince Baſil, and the Diſappoint- 
ments he had met with in his Jour- 


ney, had hindred him from joining me. 


So I diſmiſs d my Domeſticks, and re- 


warded them aber ſuch a manner, as 


to give them an Eſteem for the French. | 
They melted into Tears, and were 


all deſirous to follow me, LE wound 
permit it. After that, . took | 
Leave of the Bacha of Mefſona, and 


1 embark'd on the 28th of Ofober,, on 


of the Country, which 


> Sails; which 


N 


— 
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Wee arriv'd within two Days after 
our Departure from eſſoua, at a lit- 
tie Iſland call'd Debeleq. The Veſ- 
ſels which come from the Indies com- 
| monly put in there for freſh Water, 
| and to hay in Proviſions, of which 
there is great Plenty, except of Bread, 
which thelnhabitants often want them- 
I ſelves, liviag for the moſt Part upon 
Fleſh and Fiſh. We ſtaid eight Days 
in this Iſland by Reaſon of contrary  {:: 
Winds, bat as ſoon as the Wind was - 
| favourable, we paſs'd over into ano- 'þ 
ther and calld Abugafar, which fig= |" 
| nifies Father of Pardon, The Captatn 
| did not fail to go aſhore, and ca- 
ry a Flambeau to the Tomb of the 
| Wretch Abugafar. The Mahometans 
wou'd be in Fear of a Shipwreck, 
mou'd they omit it, and they often 
| . turn out of their Route, to viſit this 
| pretended Saint. We faild after- |! 
| wards in full Sea amongſt the Shelves *# 
| which lie near the Surface of the Wa- *t 
ter, and are very frequent, which || 
makes that Voyage very dangerous; || 
but the Pilots who are well acquain- — 
4 ted with them, paſs -amongſt them 
| boldly, — their frequen. 


"1 
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cy. We atriv'd on the Sixth Day at 
Kaut mbit 5 tis 4 very high Rock in 
the Sea, half a League from the Terra 
firma. of Arabia. We there caſt Anchor * 
between the Sands and the Shore, 
where we paſs'd that Night. The 
next Day we coaſted Arabia, and came 
te an Anchor at Ibrahim Merſa, that 


is to ſay, the Anchorage of Abraham; 
after that we'conting'd out Route, and 


after eight Days Sail we put in at 
Conſita. *Tis a pretty Town belong- 
iag to the King of Mecca, and the 
firſt Port of bis Dominions towards 


the South. They willingly trade hi- 


ther, becauſe they pay galy one Du- 


ty to the Cuſtom-Houſe here, where- 


as they pay double elſewhere. There 
are large Store-Houſes in which they 
put the Goods they unload, and which 
are afterwards to be carry'd by Land 
upon the Backs of Camels to Gedda. 


We lay eight Days at Anchor at 


Conſaa to retreſh our ſelves, and in 


Expectation of a fair Wind. Twas 


a Town of, great Traffick, being fre- 


quented by; a great Number, of Mai 
hometan Merchants, Arabians, and 
Indians: They do not admit of the: 


w — In- 


„„ e G 


O 


chor in the Nig 
r 
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Indian Idolaters. Proviſions are cheap- 
er there, and in greater Plenty than 
at Gedda, where we arriv'd on the 
fifth of December, of the Year: 1700. 
From Kautumbul to Gedda, we only 

faild in the Day-time, and caſt An- 
ts by reaſon of the 


Gedda is a large Town upon a Bank 
of the Sea, half a Day's. Journey from 


| AMecca.: The Harbour, or rather the 


Road, is pretty ſecure, altho' it has 


| the North-weſt in the Mouth of it. 
I The Bottom is found enough in ſome 
Places, and leſſer Veſlels find Water 


enough to be a-float, but the bigger 
| cannot come up within a League. I 

went a-ſhore and was lodg'd in an 
| Oquel. An Oquel is built with a large 
| Apartment three Stories high at each 


| Corner, with a Court in the Middle. 
I The loweſt Story is to lay up the 


| Stores and Proviſions 7 Paſſengers make 


uſe of the upper. Floors. There are 
no other Inns in this Country, no more 


I than In Turkey. There are ſeveral of 


| theſe Oquels at Gedda. As ſoon as a 

| Traveller alights, he ſeeks out for 

| Chambers, and a Place for his Bag- 
_ —  ——  — — "_ 


14 nor diminiſbes. 1 gave four Crowns 
151 a Month for two Cham 


124 A Vojagt to Ethiopia. 


gage, for which he pays to the Ma- 
ſter a ſet Price, which never encreaſes 


bers, a Garret 
and a Kitchin. Theſe Oquels are San- 
Quaries and ſacred Places, free from 
Inſults and Robberies. Wat is. moſt 
inconvenient there, is that you are 
unprovided of all things, fo that you 
muſt buy your own Furniture, buy and 
dreſs your own Meat, unleſs you have 
_ Servants to do it for you. 
Tuo Days after my Arrival at 
Gedde, the King of Aecca came thi- 


l ther with an Army of Twenty thou- | 


; ſand Men. He pitch'd his Tents, and 


= encamp'd at the Gate of the Town 


which leads to Acre. I had a Sight 


: of him; zhe is 4 Man of about Sixty Years 


jeſtick - — and 
Lok. He has 
on the ri ipht | 


of Ape, of a Maj 
eme what of a g qty 
a-Slit in his under Lip 


| Side. His Subjects ad 5 — 1 
do not much commend his Sweetneſs | 


5 and Clemency. He oblig'd the Bacha, | 


who reſides at Gedda for the Grand | 
Signior, to give him Fifteen thouſand | 
Crowns of Gold, and threatened -him | 


with Military Execution, if he did not | 
* E 


 *"heny to pay 
of Gold. He diftributed thoſe two 
Sums amongſt his Troops, who are al- 


Maſter of the Country. 


and from Europe , 
thoſe Caravans arrive at Mecca there 


| Indies an 
* 


| pretending to be deſcent — 
Prophet — The Grand — —— 
| ( was _ + 
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forthwith obey. He alſo extorted up- 
on all the Merchants that were Sub- 
jects of the Grand Signior, aud are 
ſettled there for trading, and forc 


thirty thouſand Crowns 


ways numerous, and which makes him 


There come 
every Lear Caravans from the Indies, 


— from Turkey in Pilgrimage to Mec- 


There are ſome very rich ones, 


for the Merchants join themſelves to 


thoſe Caravans, to convey their Mer- 
chandice from the Indies into Europe, 
into the Idies. When 


is held a great Fair, where an infi- 


nite Multitude of Mahometan Mer- 

chants meet, with all the moſt preci- 

| ous Commodities of the three Quar- 
ters of the World, which they 


bar- 
ter together. In the Years 1699 and 


170 the King of Mecca took a Pro- 
RE. 4 © 


piles ge the Caravans of the 
Turkey. 


This Prince calls 
himſelf Chersf ” Noble 


Excellence, 


ed from the 
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was for a long time in Poſſeſſion of gi- 
ving the Inveſtiture of this Kingdom; 
but the Chersf who is a fierce and haugh- 
ty Man has withdrawn himſelf from 
Subjection to the Grand Signior whom 
pe calls by way of Contempt Elen 
Mamluq, as much as to ſay, Son of a 


r 


Medina is the Capital of his King- 
dom; *tts renown'd for Mabomet s 
x Tomb, as Mecca is famous for his 
Birth. The King does not often re- 
ſide at Medina becauſe he is almoſt al- 
ways at the Head of his Armies. The 


| Turks when they come to Medina 


pun off their Cloaths out of Re- 
ſpect, only keeping a Scarf to wrap 
about their Waſt; they come three 

or four Leagues in this Equipage; 
_ thoſe who are unwilling to ſubmit to 
this Law, pay a Sum of Money to 
_ . procure a Sacrifice to God in Honour 
of Mahomet. „„ age, . 
.  Geada is not a Place where the 


Chriſtians can make any Settlement, 


particularly the Franks, by Reaſon of 
the 'Neighbourhood of Mecca: The 
Mahometans wou'd never endure it. 
Nevertheleſs there is great trading 
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thither, for all the Veſſels which re- 
turn from the Indies come to an An- 
chor there. The Grand Seignior does 
uſually employ 30 great Veſſels in thoſe 
_ "Seas for the Tran ſportation of Merchan- 
dires. Thoſe Ships which might be fit- 
ted for a hundred Pieces of Canon, 
| have none at all. Every thing is dear 
at Gedda, even as much as Water, by 
Keaſon of the great Concourſe of ſo | 
__-magy- different Nations. One Pint of 
We of our Meaſure of Paris, wou'd 
colt two Pence or three Pence, becauſe 
tis brought four Leagues off. The 
| Walls of the Town are good for nothing, 
the Fortreſs which is towards the ca 
is ſomewhat better, but would not be } g 
able to bear a Siege, altho' it has ſome 
Pieces cf Canon for its Defence. The  {'; 
_ greateſt Part of the Houſes are built of f 
Stone, and are flat roof d after the Ea- 
ſtern Manner. 5 
I was ſhew'd upon the Bank of the 
| Sea; about the: Diſtance of two Musket 
Sat- a Tomb; which they aſſured me 
to be that of our firſt Mother Eve. 
The Country round about Gedda is 
very unpleaſant, there is nothing to 
de ſeen but barren Racks, and un- 
JJ cultivated 


5 Mourat cou'd not come ſo foon as he 
 .deſign'd, and that if he loſt the Op- 


where Mourat A 
or - him, 1-000] 
to Gedda. 
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cultixated Places full of Sand. I was 
deſirous to ſee Mecca, but vis forbid 
to - Chriſtians to appear there npon 
-Pain of Death. There is no River 
between Geda and Aerea, as ſome 
have erroneouſly  affirm'd. "There is 
only a Fountain, from whence | 
fetch the Water that is drunk 1 
A x 
After a Months ſtay in this. Town; 
1 receiv'd Advice that the Embaſlader 


portunity of the Mouſſon, he wou'd be 


| eAthiopsa. This determin'd me. to a 


forc'd to remain a Year longer in 


Refolution of Embarking upon thoſe. = 


Veſſels, which were 
to Suex, and to vi 


reparing to go 
Mount Sizai, 


Oa the twehlth of 3 of the 


vinted, me ro unt 1 
cou d not come 


Year 1701 1 went on Board ſome | 


Veſſels, which the Grand Signior 


had i 3g to be Built at Surare. 


Altho' thoſe Ships are very large, yet 


they have only one Deck, and the 


Sides are 9 high, han the talleſt Man 
cannot 
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cannot reach them altho ſtanding. The 
Cables are very thick and hard, their 
Maſts and Sails don't differ much 


from ours. What is particular in 


theſe Veſſels is, that they have fuch 
large Conſervatories or Ciſterns, that 


| they can keep fire Months Provii- 
on of Water for a hundred and fifty 


Men. Thoſe Ciſterns are fo well 
varniſh'd on the Infide, that they pre- 
ferve the Water much more pure and 


clear, than our Casks which are ugd 


in Europe. We had a great deal of 
Difficulty to diſengage our ſelves from 


thoſe Banks of Sand, that are round 


about Gedda, and of which that Sea 

is full. This oblig'd us to keep near 
to the Shore, which we had on our 
Right-hand. Every Night we caſt 


which the Pilots of thoſe Seas avoid 


| with a wonderful Dexterity ; they are 


to be ſeen on all Sides near the Sur- 
face of the Water, and thoſe Pilots 


| _ Paſs boldly thro* them, by the great 


Experience they have from their very 
Infancy, for ſeveral of thoſe Mariners 


Anchor not to run upon the Banks, | 


| are born in the Veſſels, which may be 


look d on as floating Magazines. Af- 
e — ter 
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ter five or fix Days Sail, we came 
to an Anchor before the ine of Haſ- 
| fama, two Leagues from the Terra 
Firma. This Place is not inhabited, 
but it furniſhes excellent Water. From 
thence to Suex, they caſt Anchor eve- 
ry Night near the Land, and the 
Arabs are not wanting to bring i in 
Refreſhments. 
| Twelve or thirteen Days from our 
leaving Haſſuma, we got into the Road 
of Tambeau. This is a pretty conſi- 
derable Town defended by. a Caſtle 
which is on the Bank of = Sea, the 
Fortifications of which are $6 lit- 
tle. It belongs to the King of AMecca. 
1 did not go to take a View of it, be- 
cauſe the Arabs who make 1Incurſians 
on all Sides into thoſe Quarters, rob 
Paſſengers, and abuſe , thoſe who go 
ſhore: A. contrary Wind ſtopt us 
eight Days in this Road. Two days 
after our departure from Tambeau, we 
caſt Anchor between two Shelves, 
and there we ſuſtain'd ſo furious a — 
peſt, that two of our Cables broke, 
Which put us in great Danger af being 
| Joſt; but the Tempeſt had no long 
: Continuance.. a 
© Micula 
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Alieula was the next Place we came 
10. : Jtis, a Town, much of the ſame 
Bigneſs as Tambe au, it has alſo à Ca- 
ſtle but of little Defence From thence 
we paſgd | on.to Chiurma This is a 


very good Haven, where Ships are 


ſheltred from Tempeſts. In this Place 


there is neither Town nor Village, 


but only ſome. Tents in which che 


Arabs dwell. Twas the 22d of April 
before we reach'd Chiurma, by Reafon 
that rhe contrary Winds retarded us. 


The Mouſſon being ad vanc'd, I de- 
ſpair'd of holding out longer at Sea, 
and therefore I landed at Chiarma ; 


| there I 'took Camels which brought | 
me to Tour in ſix Days. Tour belengs 


to the Grand Signior. It has a Gar- 


riſon in the Caſtle with an Aga who 
commands there, and a great Num- 

ber of Grecian Chriſtians in the Vil-⸗ 
lage. They have a Mouaſtery of their 
own Rite, which depends upon tke 


great Monaſtery of Mount Sinai. 
I was informed in this Place, that 


the Arch-biſhop of the Monaftery or -- 
Mount Sinai who was Paralytick, ard 
who had been advertis'd of my Arri- 
| _-valat Gedda, had left Orders at Tour 


1 


od 
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Bs. © engage me to give' him a viſi * 
1 began my Journey, and took the 
Route towards that famous Monaſte- 
ry, where I did not arrive till after 
three Days travelling thro' impracti- 
cable Ways, and very difficult Moun- 
tains. The Monaſtery of Mount Si- 
nai is ſituated at the Foot of the 
Mountain; its Gates are conſtantly 
wall'd up for fear of the Incur ſions 
of the Arabs. They drew me up by 
a Pully with Cords, and my Baggage 


OY in hke manner. 


1 immediately paid my Reſpects to 
the Archbiſhop, who is a venerable 


old Man of fourſcore and thirteen 


Fears of Age; one Half of his Body 
was ſtruck Frith the dead Palſy; 1 
cou'd not but pity his Condition; 1 
had been acquainted with him fome 


Fears before at Care, having had him 


under Cure for a Diſtemper 


' of which 
1 recover'd him. 1 had the good For- 
tune at this Time to ſet him up, fo 
as to be able to ſay Maſs in his Pon- 

tificals upon Eafter Day, which he had 
not done of a long Tim. 


Tbis 
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* This Monaſtery is ſolidly built with 
good and ſtrong Walls. The Church 
is magnificent; tis the Work of the 


Emperor Fuſtinian, 35 the Religious | 
affirm. 'There are to the Number of 
Fifty, without reckoning thoſe who 

Bo abroad to beg Alms. TheirLife 

s very auſtere, th 


in the Time of their preateſt Sick- 


neſs. The Water which they drink 
is excellent; it comes from a Spring 


Which is in the Middle of the Mo- 


naſtery. Thrice a Week they are 

 allow'd a little Ghafs of ſtrong Wa- 
ters, which they extract from Dates. 

They faſt very rigoroufly the four 
Laus which are obſerv'd by the Ea- 
ſtern Church. At other Times they 
live upon Herbs and Roots, and Salt- 
Fin. They rife in the Night to fing 

i the Divine Office, and ſpend the great- 
= | eſt Part of * it in the Quire- 2 They 2 
 __ thew'd me. a Shrine of white Marble, 
in which is depoſited the Body of 
St. Catbarzre, which they do not expoſe 
to view. They only ſhew a Hand of 
the Saint which is much dry'd, the 


of gold 


Fingers whereof are full 


they drink no Wine, 
and never eat Fleſh, not ſo much as 


Rings | 
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Riggs: The. Archb;ſhop who is alſo 
Abbor, of the Monaſtery, has uad er 
him a Prior, whoſe ' Pawer is not 
rents unleſs 'the Archbiſhop be ab- 
nt. I had the Curioſity to go up 
to the Top of the Mountain, as far 
as the Place wkere God gave the 
two Tables of the Law 4 Moſes. 
The. . Archbiſhop had the Goodneſs 
to order locke of his Religious to bear 
We 1 at leaſt four thouſand ; 
Steps. before we came to the Top of 
that famous Mountain, where they 
have built, a A REAL Chapel, We 
afterwards, wfited the Chapel of Eli- 
4. We took a Breakfaſt at "the Foun- 
tain, and then having well tir'd our 
ſelves we-return'd. to the Monaſte- 
ry. The neighbouring Mountain is 
pet bigher. | had not the Courage 
to go to it, not being quite recoyer;d 
of the Weszigeß of BY: 8.55 - 


our ney. n 
27 waited a Month in this Mönd⸗ 


| ſery 3 in Expectation” of the. Embaſſa- 


dour Mor. I began to he tit d, and 


deſp f ſeeing him, whe une 
pa Word ua broughy F a tha 


jon 
Hh. 


— 


he was not far off, and was coming 
towards the Monaſtery. This. News 


gave me a ſenſible. Joy. 1, weat to 
meet him, and preſented him to the 


Voyage He gave me to underſtand. 
that the Death of Prince Baſil had 


for a While retarded his Departure; 
that the Emperour however, notwith- 


ſtanding his exceſſive Grief, had gi- 
ven him Audience and his Diſpatches; 


that he had halted at Duvarna to wait 
for new Orders from the Emperour. 
He recounted to me the ill Uſage 
he had receiy'd from the King of 
I lecca, who had taken from bim the 
5 Ethiopian Children he was to carry 
into France, and that to compleat 
Be ** Misfortunes, the Veſſel on board 
which were the Preſents, had beea 
| caſt away near Tour, that nine large 
Veſſels laden with Coffee, were de- 


tiain'd in that Port, becauſe they 


Diſappointment made Coffee very 


Archbiſhop p, who receiv'd him with a 
great deal of Civility. He related 
to me all the 1 of his 


came out too late, and bad loſt the - 
2 Opportunity of the Mouſſon. This 


dear at Caine, thoſe Veſſels not ha- 
| ving 


a ——> 
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ving deen able to tech Swez, Where 

they unlade their Nerchaadicc to take 
in other Lading; as for Example, 
Linen-Cloth, Corn, Rice and other 
1 which Bey. rw - from 


After that the Aber Pack 
| had reſted himſelf for five Days at 
Mount Sina, we return'd into the 
Route of Towr, where we rejoin'd his 
Retinue and Equipage. We ftaid on- 
ly one Night in that e, and 
the next Day continu'd our = 12 
by Land, coaſting it for the moſt 
part by the Sea-ſide untill we came 
to Sen, where we. arriv'd in free 
4 Day 1 _ 
5 ER is 2 little Town at the r- 
ther end of the Ned. S Tis the 
Haven that belongs to Care, from 


| whence it is diſtant about three Days 


This Town is commanded 


Journey. 


= y a Caſtle built after the ancient 


| 3 Faſhion, and il] fortify'd. It bas a 


SBovernour with Two hundred Men : 


in Gartiſon, and excellent Magazines. 
The Country round about is no ways 
10 — where you ſee nothing but 


Defarts = 
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Deſarts filld- with Rocks and Sand. 
This Town is as unprovided of Wa- 
ter as Gedda, but it is here at a more rea- 
ſonable Rate, tho they bring it from 


afar. 


at Carre, to notify to him the Arri- 
val of the Ambaſſador. He fent to 
me to make all the Haſte I cod to 
-Caire;, 1 obey'd, and took the Oppor- 
Tunity of the firſt Caravan that par- 
ted. It was compos d of about Eight 
thouſand Camels. I my ſelf mounted 
upon a Dromedary, and having kept 
Company for three Leagues with the 


Caravan, 1 gave them the Slip, aun 


got in Four and twenty Hours to 
Care. Thofe Dromedaries are ef 
than Camels ; their Pace is hard but 


very ſwift; and they travel Four and . 
twenty Hours together without Stop 


or Stay. They make no other I 


of them than to carry Men. At my 


coming to Cure, I gave an Account 
of my Voyage to our Conſul, and 


| order a hanſome Houſe to be made 


ready for the Reception of the Am- 
baſſador, who arriv'd two Days after. 
— —„ 20 
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Monſieur Muillet ſent him at bis 
Arrival all forts of Refreſhments, and 
came to an Agreement with him, that 
I. ſhow'd paſs ont · France, to inform 
_ Court of what I have here rehg- 
- I cou'd write many more Particulars 
in relation to «Athiopia, and give anAc- 
count of the Government ot that great 
Empire, of their Religion, Offices, Fribu- 
nals of Juſtice, and even: of Boe am. it ſelf, 
and Phyſick.z buy it, wou dn he. nece(- 
_ ary for this, that 1 enjoy'd that Re- 
poſe which is always greedily fought 
For, after fach long and painful Voy- 
ages, and that the Air of Fance had 
reſtot d me my Health, of which, we 
do not taſte the Sweetneſs, untill it be 
perfect 3 for we P hyſicians, ho eur 4 
others, oftentimes have. not the. Art 


to cure ourſelves. 


BOOKS Printed and Sold by 
W. Lewis at the Dolphin in 
Ruſſel- ſtreet, Covent- Garden. 15 


RE Works of Mr. Thomas } Prowl 7 
_ In Proſe and Verſe, Serious, 
Moral and Comical, in 3 Vols. 


2 ſtript of his Armour, or the 
Army diſplay'd in all its true Co- 
lours. 


| Marriage Dialogues, or a Poetical 
Peep into the State of Matrimony. 


bj By the Author of the London Spy 


- 3 ; Vols. 


| The London Spy, compleat, in 7 


The Poetical Works of the Ho- 
ncurable Sir Charles Sidley, Bar. and 
his Specches | in Parliament. 


: There is now in the Prefs, and 
wil ſpeedily be Publiſh'd, the Miſ⸗ 
cellaneous Works of the late Inge- 
roms Mr. Robert Gould, in 2 Vols. 

vo ” 


